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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:00 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.
                SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflow-
er Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.
               SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,
                           SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will an advertisement in four issues of the Sunflower Chapter
Newsletter in return for a $25.00 annual donation.

                SUNFLOWER CHAPTER
of the

           Antique Motorcycle Club of America
President Vice President

 Jim Wellemeyer   Gram Pankratz
 1718 N. Illinois 10202 Sw. Pampas Rd
 Wichita, KS 67213  Augusta, KS 67010
 (316) 942-0160   (316) 734-0821

Secretary/Treasurer  Director
 Kelly Wardell   John Wiley
 157 SW 200th Street  406 Circle Lake Cir.
 Douglass, KS 67039  Wichita, KS 67209
 (316) 747-3244   (316) 932-5577

Director                                  Stillwater Region Ambassador
 Bart Grelinger       Joe Preston
 14878 Sundance                   1909 W. 92nd Perkins OK 74059
 Wichita, KS 67230                     405-714-8593

(316) 684-0827 Hays Region Ambassador
         Pat Martin

                 346 210th  Ave Hays, KS 67601
Editor Jim Wellemeyer        785-259-2787
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s the end of July and summer has arrived with multiple
consecutive days of 100+ temps.  From California to Florida the
heat is on, making it hard to enjoy riding.  The Chapter had some
good rides this year.  In June, members met in Neosho Missouri for
the Spring Ride.  The weather cooperated somewhat. There was a
great Friday supper ride along a beautiful tree covered river road
that ended at Spring Street Bar and Grill.  Saturday morning
brought showers which cleared by lunchtime.  The afternoon ride
took us south into Arkansas and then into Oklahoma, before
returning to Missouri.  Sunday morning a few of us decide the
Friday route was so good, we rode it again.  Thanks to Jerod
Swartz for suggesting this route and hosting us at his place on
Saturday.

In this issue you can read about some vintage Chapter
rides.  I recently acquired the 2003 August issue of our newsletter,
which predates my tenure.  The articles about the rides of 2003
have the characters from 20 years ago, some have passed but many
are still active members.  I copied Bill Gordons original articles,
and they appear here in this issue just as they were originally
published.

Our National Road Run is just a little more than a month
away.  The plans and preparations are slowly getting finalized.
Our committee members have had some great ideas for making
this a memorable event.  We have had a lot of interest in our Road
Run because the Cannonball Coast to Coast Endurance Run arrives
in Augusta the next day.  If you did not get registered for the Road
Run, make plans to meet the Cannonball riders who will arrive
Thursday afternoon September 14th  and will be in Wichita Friday
the 15th for their day of rest.

I look forward to seeing many of  you in September.

Jim Wellemeyer
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Sunflower Rides of 2003

Recently I acquired the August 2003 issue of the
Sunflower newsletter.  Kevin Hagar contacted me and wanted
to know if anyone would want that issue of the newsletter,
thank you Kevin.  I didn’t know what I would do with it but I
enjoy reading Chapter history.  I read through it and found the
chapter members got together several times for rides and put a
fair number of miles on their machines.
 I was finding my available time for the newsletter in short
supply and thought I would share these vintage Chapter rides,
now 20 years later.  It was much faster to scan and paste these
articles than to write my own.  Thank you to the late great Bill
Gordon, the original editor.  You will note I am still using his
original newsletter format.  Reproductions of the original
printed copy is not the greatest but I hope you enjoy.
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This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bud Cox was one of the founding mem-
bers of the Sunflower Chapter and an
Honorary Member of the AMCA. He
penned the “Old Sage” articles for
more than thirteen years, with the first
episode appearing in the 1994 Winter
issue of  the AMCA magazine.  This
“Old Sage” episode originally ap-
peared in the 2006 Fall issue of
“The Antique Motorcycle”

Bill Gordon Photo

The Old Sage  1924-2016

There were eight of the most avid motorcycle collectors
riding in the big van. We left Wichita in the early hours of a
frigid morning. Our destination was David City, Nebraska,
where there was a large auction of antique cars that would be
sold that day. There happened to be several desirable antique
motorcycles also listed on the large sale bill. One of these was
the most “pristine” example of an early Harley-Davidson
motorcycle. It was the nicest 1907 that anyone had ever seen. A
perfect example of “how they were back then!” Of course,
everyone had dreams of taking it home.
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Burn Baby Burn

The weather was bitterly cold, with a strong wind from
the North, blowing with no regard to the comfort of the many
buyers. It was reported to be six degrees above zero. We were
drinking a lot of coffee, in order to get the Styrofoam cups that
it came in. We would take the cups apart, flatten them out and
use them as insulation between our feet and the ground. At
least, it felt like we were doing something to warm our feet! In
the “car barn” was a space heater. It consisted of a large
cylinder, several feet long. Inside of this cylinder was a
roaring fire and a strong fan to blow the heated air out of one
end. If you stood in front of this blast of air, you got hot in a
hurry. I had my eyes on a rather large woman. She was
wearing a large, fur coat. Just as I was ready to attempt to buy
the coat, the backside of her coat started going up in flames!
She must have backed up too close to the blast of hot air
coming out of the space heater. She was completely happy,
just standing there like she didn’t have a care in the world. I
stepped up and started swatting her on the backside, hoping to
put the fire out. She became quite belligerent immediately, and
really started mouthing off to me! Well I backed off, and said
something stupid, like “burn baby.” Well, she really got
incensed at that! This incident, plus the fact that the
motorcycle we all wanted sold for almost 150 Grand, seemed
to put a damper on my exuberance. So much so, that I have
never been back to David City, Nebraska, wherever it is.
That’s it for now, fellows, ride safe.
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Sunflower Rides of 2003
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The Distinguished Gentleman
Submitted by Gary Lewis

In the middle of May Ireceived a text about a ride
for Distinguished Gentlemen on May 21st. and was
curious.
    The ride is held once a year as a fundraiser for Men's
Mental Health and Prostate Cancer. It is a World Wide
event. Hatfield Motorsports and Triumph Motorcycles
were the sponsors for our area. I gave them a call and
found out that coffee would be at 10:00 and the ride  at
11:00. I signed up on-line. The specifics about the ride
were to get out my Dapper Attire! I had to Google that!
I learned that Dapper meant suits, vests, ties or bow ties.
I called Hatfield back for additionalinfo,.they said
"nice clothes". This could be fun!
    Sunday morning
Dan Fox and I joined
about 45 bikes at
Hatfield. 85% of the
riders were dressed
"Dapper" and there
were all makes and
ages of bikes: new,
old and retro-styles.
My '74 Honda 550-4
was the oldest bike!
A short ride  from
Hatfield Motorsports
through Wichita
ended at Central
Standard Brewing. A
Great Day. Next year
the event is on
May 19th.

We need more antique bikes represented in 2024.
 Totals for the 2023  World Wide Ride: 104,000 riders,
893 cities, 107 countries, $6,700,000.00 raised. The 62
registered riders in Wichita raised overs $2,000.00.
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Moline Crazy Days

When the small town of Moline celebrates their Crazy
Days, Max Lambky at Vintage Cycles, puts on a nice vintage
motorcycle and car show.  The town celebration includes a parade,
swap meet, vendor booths and food, it’s a good time.
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Moline Crazy Days

On a  fairly pleasant Saturday morning in June a small group
of Sunflower riders took a leisurely ride to Moline.  We toured
Max’s Vintage Cycle shop, and checked out the bikes and vintage
cars.  A good number of vendor we selling various merchandise, and
a few motorcycle parts.  Shade was sparse and the sun was heating
things up so we decided to head for lunch.  We started back the same
way came down, on US 160, until we got to Cambridge.  Then north
on great country blacktop towards Latham.  The Lathan Saloon is
always a good stop for lunch, breakfast, or dinner.
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Moline Crazy Days

We had a great lunch and visited with Shayna and Chad,
they will be providing lunch for Tuesday’s ride at our Sunflower
Road Run.  After a short photo break in a shady spot on Main
Street, we mounted up and headed for home, all but one of us.  John
Wiley was next to last in the departing group and noted that Gram
was not bringing up the rear.  John went back into Latham and
found Grams Goldwing was dead with no power to anything.  After
some trouble shooting they determined the problem was a bad
ignition switch.  Gram suggested that he call Mitzi at home and
come out to pick him up.  John suggested that was a lot of extra
driving when Gram could just ride passenger with him back to
Gram’s house.  Well, you can always count on some strange looks
when guys are riding “two up”, and they even had to stop in
Douglass for gas.
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Moline Crazy Days

Turned out their trouble shooting was correct and a few
days later Gram had the ignition switch replaced.  I suppose the
worst part of the breakdown was when Gram’s son called and
asked, “did I see you riding bitch when you came past my house?”
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Sunflower History

The Sunflower Chapter
Welcomes New Member

Henry Schmidt

There was a living estate sale for
Buud Redmond a few weeks ago.
I had it on my calendar but
somehow didn’t make it there on
time.  There was a big crowd
there snapping everything as fast
as the auctioneer could rattle on.
I was not interested in the tools or
equipment, as I saw this piece
walking out the door as I arrived.
I questioned the man as came out
of Buuds shop but he wasn’t
interested in talking.  He was
back a little later and bought
more.  This time I followed him
out to his truck.  I explained what
the plaque was and that it would
mean a lot to me if he would sell.
I negotiated a much inflated price
and brought it back home.

From 2016 Roam on the Range,
Sunflower National Road Run
Oldest Rider, Buud Redmond
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Upcoming Events

The Cannonball riders arrive in Augusta Thursday afternoon
September 14th and their day off in Wichita is Friday.

The Road Run is sold out, but you can still come and see the
Cannonball Run as it comes through Kansas
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COMMERCIAL ADS

www.sunfloweramca.org
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July 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:00 PM)
August 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restau-
rant, 4323 West Maple (6:00 PM)

September 10, 11, 12. 13 ~ Sunflower Chapter Road Run.

September 27th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:00 PM)

October 25th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restau-
rant, 4323 West Maple (6:00 PM)
November 29th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:00 PM)

December 9th Sunflower Christmas Party

The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.

Sunflower Website ~www.sunfloweramca.org

      SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

www.sunfloweramca.org
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                    NATIONAL MEETS
February 24-25  Fremont, NE.  Omaha Chapter
March 2-4    New Smyrna Beach, FL.  Sunshine Chapter
April 28-29   Oley, PA.  Perkiomen Chapter Meet
May 19-20   Raalte, Netherlands.  European Chapter
June 2-4   Trumansburg NY, Empire Chapter
June 9-10     St. Paul, MN.  Viking Chapter
June 16-17   Dixon, CA.  Fort Sutter Chapter
June 23-24   Harmony, NJ.  Colonial Chapter
July 14-16   Wauseon, OH.  Wauseon National Meet
July 28-30   Greenfield MA. Yankee Chapter
August 12-13   Bulli, Au,  Australia Chapter Bulli Show Grnd
Sept 29-30   Upperco, MD.  Chesapeake Chapter
October 13-15  Denton, NC.  Southern National Meet

AMCA 2023 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

                 NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 12-14    Wellsboro PA.  Allegheny Chapter
July 31 -Aug 2   South Deerfield, MA Yankee Chapter
September 5-7  Deadwood, SD  Black Hills Chapter
September 10-13  El Dorado, KS. Sunflower Chapter


