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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The annual election of Sunflower Chapter Board Members was
held during the regular monthly meeting on October 25, 2017. The
terms for Board Members Kevin Moore and Terry Sawyer were
completed on December 31, 2017. Steve Spencer and Tim Bell were
nominated and elected to the Board of Directors for 2018 and 2019
The Board of directors met on December 16 and elected the
officers for 2018:
Sunflower Chapter Board of Directors for 2018
Jim Wellemeyer, President
Larry Burke, Vice-President
Kelly Wardell, Secretary/Treasurer Tim Bell, Director
Steve Spencer, Director
The board then discussed business for 2018. Attendance at all
activities last year was very good. The traditional activities; New
Year’s Day, Garage Tour, Saturday/Sunday rides, Fall Chapter ride,
Christmas Party will return this year. Last year’s 1st time events,
Twisted Oz Bike Show/Swap Meet, and the Vintage Bike night were
big successes last year and will be repeated this year. There was a big
group for the The Fall Chapter ride in Oklahoma and was attended by
several Santa Fe Chapter Members. We are currently looking at
making this a regional ride for the Sunflower, Santa Fe, and Omaha
Chapters. I will let you know how this develops. Check this issue for
event dates on the calendar and details on the Upcoming Events page.
The Board talked about a new t-shirt design for the Chapter
This will not be for a specific event, so it can be worn and sold to
promote the Chapter at any activity. There will be a preview soon.
Our Chapter membership has been growing. If everyone
renews there will be almost 100 members. There are always stragglers
and this is your reminder, if you don’t receive your membership card
with this issue then we don’t have your dues recorded. Send your
dues to Kelly Wardell, his address is on the inside front cover.
I am looking forward to this year to get started and for this
cold weather to be over.
Jim Wellemeyer
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Sunflower Christmas Party
The Holiday Season, for most people, provides multiple
opportunities for social gatherings and special events. For the
Sunflower Chapter members the annual Christmas party is our
chance to get together with fellow members who we may not have
crossed paths with during the rest of the years activities
After several years of holding the party at the Candle Club
we looked for a new venue. Kelly Modlin’s new building, Oz Too,
provided the perfect setting for us. The collection of bikes and
memorabilia with space provided for food service is ideal for
hosting a Club party. This year’s party was very well attended and
capped off a year in which we had great participation at many of
our activities. We were glad to see Bill Gordon and Norma show
up for the Oz Too unveiling of Bill’s picture.

Twisted Oz Too, a great setting for a Holiday event.
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Sunflower Christmas Party

A social hour preceded dinner which was catered by
Truffles Catering. Entrées of roast pork, rosemary chicken, and
crab cakes, gave everyone plenty of food to choose from. After
dinner there was time to tour the museum and enjoy the fellowship.
The Club President ended the evening with comments and thanks to
everyone for a very enjoyable year.
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Sunflower Christmas Party

Dinner is served.
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Sunflower Christmas Party

Bill’s stoic approval of his recently hung portrait?

Many more pictures from the Christmas
Party can be seen on the Chapter web site
www.sunfloweramca.org
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New Years Day 2018
January 1, 2018 was a very cold day, and just a preview of
the Wichita weather coming in the next few weeks. The -2
degrees that morning was low enough to trip the low tire pressure
light in my truck. I dressed warmly that morning with thermal
underwear, heavy socks, and insulated hiking shoes. I arrived at
Roger Nelson’s shop feeling well prepared for our annual New
Year’s Day Party. When I stepped inside Roger’s large shop I was
greeted by a room all warmed up and ready for the Chapter.
Roger had everything under control. Soon thereafter more
members arrived with plenty of good eats to share. Bone chilling
temps usually prevent anyone from showing up on a motorcycle.
However there were two bikes that came, albeit in the back of the
truck of Dan Holman and Jerry Semler of the Santa Fe Chapter.
The bikes were on their way to the Twisted Oz Museum where
Kelly offered them a warm home.

Look up in the rafters, is it a bird, or a plane?
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New Years Day 2018
The “finning party”, as it has been known for a long time,
has lacked some of the nostalgic activity the last couple of years.
Buud Redmond would put on a cylinder repair demonstration,
replacing broken fins. Once Buud sacrificed a cast iron skillet to
provide the needed material to fabri-coble a new fin, which was
welded onto a vintage cylinder. Buud then proceed to weld the
two skillet pieces back into a rather odd shaped small skillet.
Today some of that nostalgia would return. Kevin Moore
brought in a cylinder with a head bolt broke off in it and Jeff Roth
brought in a Chief frame he was preparing for a six cylinder
Indian project he is working on. The broken head bolt would be
an easy fix, just weld a nut on the shank sticking out and with a
little heat, back it out. But the shank broke off flush. Then Roger
took the cylinder over to the Bridgeport and a short time later the
bolt was removed and threads undamaged. Jeff’s frame had a
small crack in the neck casting. After some discussion about
whether it could be welded, Buud was seated at the work table

Visitors from the Santa Fe Chapter, Dan Holman
and Jerry Semler
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New Years Day 2018
with torch in hand. For the next 10 or 15 minutes Buud heated the
casting and flicked the torch flame around the frame tubes drawing
the molten brazing rod to where he wanted it. After the smoke had
cleared, Buud looked it over and with a smile and a doff of his hat,
gave it his seal of approval.
So the new year got off to a cold start and has continued to
keep me hauling firewood in each evening to take the chill off.
We all know that before we know it, warm weather will return and
we will still be in the shop getting ready for the riding season. That
reminds me I need to go get propane tomorrow for the shop heater.

Roger works to remove a broken head bolt. His other
hobbies are through out his shop.
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New Years Day 2018

Another great performance by Buud Redmond
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The First Motor Bicycle in Kansas
By Verne Shirk
A local historian loaned me a booklet published by the
Wichita Automobile Co. (WAC) in 1920, and it has lead me to
some interesting information about early motorized vehicles in our
area. The WAC was the first automobile dealer in Wichita and,
by their claim, they had the first “motor bicycle” in the State of
Kansas. The company was owned by the three Schollenberger
brothers, Harvey, Morris, and George. They began by selling
bicycles in 1899 at 230 N. Main, under the name of
Schollenberger Bros. This building is long gone and there is a
parking garage in its place. They were a progressive company and
tried to stay up with all of the latest. When motorized
transportation was in its infancy, the Schollenberger brothers were
in the forefront.
The earliest advertisement I have found, for a new gasoline
powered vehicle in Wichita, was by the Schollenberger Bros. It is
discussed in the following advertisement and a news article from
The Wichita Daily Eagle, Sept. 10, 1901.
It’s a little hard to read so here is
what is says…
The Only One
We have just received by express,
direct from the factory, a brand
new Thomas’ Auto-Bi
(or Automobile Bicycle)
The only motor bicycle in Kansas.
It is an ordinary bicycle with a
gasoline motor attached and will
take you anywhere as fast as you
want to go with no pushee, no
pullee,” no hills, no head winds,
always coasting, any speed, any
distance. Come and see it. We are
glad to explain the workings of it
.
Schollenberger Bros.
Phone 548
230 N. Main”
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The First Motor Bicycle in Kansas
By Verne Shirk

“New Fangled Bicycle”
Mr. Schollenberger Brings An Auto-Bi to Town.
Every one is looking at the Auto-Bi in Mr.
Schollenberger’s show window. It is an ordinary looking
bicycle with a motor attachment. The machine is built by the
Thomas motor bicycle works. The wheel is built of extra
heavy steel tubing and has tandem tires, automatic coaster
brakes and pedals like any ordinary bicycle. The motor power
is a small gasoline engine fastened on the lower tube weighing
22 pounds. It is only 4 inches wide and ten inches long. It is
built with the largest possible cooing surface, so as to avoid
over-heating. It develops one and one-half horse power and
forces the wheel along at any speed up to twenty-five miles an
hour. The motor is in perfect control by the rider at any time
as the batteries which are located beneath the saddle and
furnish, by means of an induction coil, the means of igniting
the gasoline and are also connected with the left hand bargrip
and the simple act of turning the grip stops the engine. Valves
are fixed by which the engine can be stopped at any time. The
gas and oil tanks are between the saddle and handle bars and
carry one-half gallon of gasoline, enough for a seventy-five
mile trip. The exhaust is carried off through an iron tube
which completely muffles its sound. The rider can coast all of
the time or may help the machine by means of the pedals
which are always for instant use. Sand, dust or mud is no bar
and hills are a pleasure.
Mr. Schollenberger took the machine out yesterday
afternoon and had an eight or ten mile ride, and said: “It goes
like a marvel.” It is expected that in a few days a trail will be
made on the local tracks. The fastest mile ever ridden on a
wheel was made on this style of a machine making
the mile in 1:22.”
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The First Motor Bicycle in Kansas

The Schollenbergers had at least one more “motor bicycle”, a
Mitchell, which they bought for resale, but that will be the subject
of another early Wichita story.
The Schollenbergers claim that the Thomas Auto-Bi was “the
first motor bicycle in Kansas”, may not necessarily be the case. I
have found other claims of “the first…” which turned out not to
be true. They didn’t have the Internet to “fact check” them back
in those days! (Below is the Schollenberger Bros/Wichita
Automobile Co. dealership during a flood.)
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“So is the Thomas Auto Bi the first American production
motorcycle? Well, it depends. If your definition of American
means that it has to have an engine built in this country, then the
Auto Bi definitely qualifies. And if your definition of a
motorcycle includes any two-wheeled vehicle powered by an
engine—even one that was bolted on afterward—then it makes the
grade on that score, too.”
“And finally, if 150 machines delivered in 1901 meets your
definition of a production machine, then yes, it appears Thomas
got their first, ahead of the more-famous names in American
motorcycling.” Bill Wood , Editor Antique Motorcycle

1901 Thomas Auto Bi
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The Old Sage 1924-2016
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

Bud Cox was one of the founding members of the Sunflower Chapter and an
Honorary Member of the AMCA. He
penned the “Old Sage” articles for
more than thirteen years, with the first
episode appearing in the 1994 Winter
issue of the AMCA magazine. This
particular article was not written for
“The Antique Motorcycle”. It may
have appeared in a previous issue of
the newsletter.

Early Sunflower Stuff
By Bud Cox
In the Fall of 1976 there were five couples who decided to
attend the Blackhawk National Meet at Davenport, Iowa. These
were Herb and Doris Ottaway, Jerry and Marty Ottaway, Bert and
Ruby Dawson, Richard and Diane Mann, and Bud and Ruth Cox.
We took several motorcycles for display, but we did not take
any parts or pieces to vend. We had a grand time, at least the men
did, but there are three that never did go back.
On the way home we did a lot of talking about "How we would
do this or that differently, if we had a Chapter". So it was decided
that we would start a formal AMCA Chapter, and eventually host a
National Meet.
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The Beginning
Lee Cowie was the Director of Chapters for the AMCA, and
was contacted about the requirements. We rounded up the required
number of twelve National members, and proceeded with the rest of the
necessary details.
One requirement was a real stickler, and that was the need for a set
of By-Laws. Richard Mann came to our rescue and wrote a set of
By-Laws that really became famous. They were so good, they were
declared to be the role model for all AMCA Chapters to use as a guide
when they produced their own By-Laws.
We lost interest for a couple of years until we learned that a Kansas
City group was planning to start a Chapter. We wanted to be the first
Chapter in Kansas, so some effort was put forth, and the Chapter
was finalized in February of 1979.
Letters were sent to each and every person that any of us knew
to be interested in antique motorcycles, informing them of the initial
meeting. Even though there was nearly a foot of snow on the
ground, we had about fifteen people show up, and I would say that over
half of them are still active in the organization.
The first meeting was held at the machine shop on West 21st
street. Garyl Turley was named as temporary Chairman to conduct the
election of Officers. The Officers were Bud Cox, President; Jerry
Ottaway, Vice President; Richard Mann, Secretary-Treasurer; John
Carlson, Director; and Robert Deering, Director. Garyl Turley was to
be the Editor, a job that he had for many years.

We met on Sunday afternoon, every other
month. The Sunflower Booklet came out on the alternate
months. Turley would compose the Booklet and get it
printed, then we would generally work as a group to do the
stapling and addressing.
Our meeting sites would change with the
season and weather. We would meet at the machine shop,
members homes, different parks, and other places of interest.
The members wives would host cook outs, chili feeds,
picnics, and other outings. It was a fun time, with lots of
family involvement. Motorcycles were cheap, and parts were
plentiful. Hardly a week went by without someone hauling
in something of interest.
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The Journey of the Cannonball
By Bill Page

W

ell, its 2018 and for all the Cannonballers, that means we
have just 8 months and some change to get our junk ready
to go. I have witnessed with my eyes, those that have
prepared early, and those that wait till the last couple of months to
get everything done. Those that wait till last few months, tend to
have trouble early on just for the lack of miles put on the old
engines. There is no substitute for early mile training, (not to be
overdone), and making changes to the bike to give it the best
possible chance to run the distance.
Jason Simms is calling this year’s cannonball, “EPIC”, and the
adventure of a lifetime. It will be a challenging ride, with some
long days, 300 mile days, hot days, cold days, and all with
numerous elevation changes. Jason said that there is not a long
climb, like Wolf Creek pass, but there are a lot of steep shorter
climbs with 6-8% grades. We will be going across 5-6 mountain
ranges that will definitely challenge the old bikes. Sometimes the
steep shorter climbs can be harder than a long 3-4 % grade climb.
The dates and overnight stops is already out to the public, but just
in case you haven’t seen them here they are. We will start Sept 8th
from Portland Maine, to Keene NH, Binghamton NY, Jamestown
NY, Bowling Green OH, Bourbonnais, IL, Anamosa, IA, Spirit
Lake IA, Pierre, SD, Sturgis SD(are day off), Billings MT, Great
Falls MT, Kalispell MT, Spokane Valley, WA, The Dallas, OR,
and finally finish in Portland OR. Our day off, in case some of you
want to come visit us will be Sept 17th. Not published yet, along
with these overnight stops, are the mandatory lunch stops that we
participate in along the way. These stops are done at local
Motorcycle dealerships, town squares, city parks, or wherever the
host wants to do them at. We have to stop at these functions for a
specific amount of time. Depending when you arrive at them, you
might have to be there an hour or so. The stops allow for local
enthusiast to see the bikes, visit with the riders, take pictures, and
purchase cannonball merchandise. On the 2016 Cannonball the
number of people that show up for these is unbelievable. The bad
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The Journey of the Cannonball
side of these stops is that it makes it hard for you to work on your
bike, and gives you less time to make the remainder of the miles.
The good side of these is you get to visit with a lot of people who
love what you do, and they feed you pretty good.
The new Web page is up, finally, and you should be able to go
on there now to check out all the participants. Jason is updating
rider’s pictures and profiles as soon as he gets the information
from them, but at least all the riders’ names and where they are
from is on there now. You will find T- shirts, posters and
numerous other things for sale. The Web page is,
www.motorcyclecannonball.com
Now let’s meet another rider. This one happens to be my
favorite one—not that I’m bias or anything. Billy Page will be
riding a 1916 Harley Davidson twin cylinder. 61 c.i. 7 ½ h.p.
bike, with a magneto ignition, entrant #11. Billy went along to
help me on the 2016 run, and was a big reason that ole #10 kept on
going. He is actually a better mechanic then I am, and tends to be

Billy Page
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The Journey of the Cannonball
more patient to figure things out. He has a nice antique car
collection and has several bikes that he enjoys. Billy’s riding
career started at the age of 4, and has been involved in some sort
of2 or 4 wheel motorsports since. He has competed in motocross ,
traveled several years riding in the arena cross series, and was 7
time national sand drag champion, setting a record in the 2
cylinder class, running the 300ft race in 3.39 seconds at 101 mph,
that record still holds. Try that sometime, 0-101 mph in 3 sec, in
dirt. I don’t think the ole Harley will make those speeds, but we
will try to maintain 45mph. He says that his main focus is still to
get me across the country, but will enjoy riding. He put a couple
hundred miles on the bike last fall, and is planning on more in the
spring.
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The Journey of the Cannonball
Billy is married to a great girl, Marcella, and they have two
children, Kate, will be turning 3, and Liam, will be turning 2.
Marcella is planning on making the journey with him, and she is
not afraid to get her hands dirty, jumping right in to help. Let’s all
wish Billy the best of luck.
To ride across the country on an antique bike, at 45 mph, on 2
lane black top back roads, 8-10 hours a day, for 14 days, is a real
treat. There is nothing that you miss along the way, and there is
nothing that you don’t have time to “ponder”. I am very blessed to
be able to do it this year with my son----special---.
Till next time, I’m gone.
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Upcoming Events
Sunday February 11th
Vintage Movie
afternoon at Bart
Grelingers house.
Festivities start at 1 PM.
14878 SUNDANCE,
WICHITA KS, 67230

Sunflower Annual Garage
Tour. Saturday April 14

Sunflower
Chapter
Vintage
Bike Night
Thursday
May 10th

The Cannonball day off is Sept
17 in Sturgis. The Black Hills
Chapter has a Road Run Sept
12-15 in Dead Wood SD.
Combine these events in one
trip. This is a great opportunity
to show support for our five
Chapter members when they arrive in Sturgis on the 16th.
Make your vacation plans and reservations now.
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted Your Personal Ads
Remember that this ad not only goes
out to all the Sunflower Chapter, but
our news letter is also posted on the
National web site.

The Sunflower Chapter
Welcomes New Members
Jason Bell
Mike Wendling
Billy Page
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COMMERCIAL ADS

Custom metal fabricator, TIG welding, Custom Paint
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 31st ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
February 11th ~ Social get together at Bart Grelinger’s house. There
will be a vintage motorcycle movie and good times for all members
and spouses. Bart’s address is 14878 SUNDANCE, WICHITA KS, 67230.
Festivities start at 1 PM.

February 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
March 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
April 7th ~ Sunflower / Twisted Oz Swap meet and Bike Show.
April 14th ~ Sunflower annual Garage Tour.
April 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
May 10th ~ Sunflower Vintage Bike Night.
May 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)

Sunflower Website ~www.sunfloweramca.org

The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2018 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
March 5-7

Sunshine Chapter Road Run, DeLand, FL

June 10-13

Hudson Valley Chapter Road Run, Round Top, NY

July 26-28

Oregon Trail Chapter Road Run, Cottage Grove, OR

Sept 4-6

Driftless Chapter Road Run, Onalaska, WI

Sept 12-14

Black Hills Chapter Road Run Deadwood, SD

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 23-24
Mar 9-10
Apr 27-28
May 18-20
May 25-26
June 15-16
June 15-16
July 20-22
Aug 3-4
Aug 24-26
Sept 28-29

Omaha Chapter
Sunshine Chapter
Perkiomen Chapter
Southern National
European Chapter
Viking Chapter
Fort Sutter Chapter
Wauseon Meet
Yankee Chapter
Australia Chapter
Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Denton, NC
Raalte, Netherlands
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Bulli Show Grounds
Jefferson, PA

