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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Summer is flying by. We have had some really hot weather
and some very nice weather. So far this year the Chapter has had
several great outings. In June we visited some local craftsmen who
showed us amazing machines, turn the page to read about it. Also in
June, 19 Sunflower members traveled to Colorado for the Rocky
Mountain Chapter Road Run. In July there was a good group who
made a breakfast ride to Potwin. July 27th the Club had our first ever
Vintage Bike Night in Delano. The weather cooled off and brought
out a very good turnout of bikes and the public interest was super.
Jerry Ottaway, Bob Christian, and I just got back from a trip to
Oklahoma. We spent two days riding and planning our Chapter Fall
Ride. Bob has found some very nice riding for us, see details in this
issue. We will have a supper ride later this month, see the Calendar of
Events for date and time.
Some of our newer members may not know how our Chapter is
governed, so here is a short explanation. The Chapter has a board of
directors and there are five members. The board members are elected
by the membership. The term for members is two years. Board
member terms are staggered with two members elected one year and,
three members elected the following year. After the elections are held
the board meets and elects the club officers from the group. Club
officers are President, Vice-president, Treasurer and Secretary.
The October meeting is when we nominate and elect new
board members for the Chapter. This year two of the five positions
will expire. If you are interested in volunteering for a position or
know someone who would make a good candidate please be present at
the October meeting. The requirements board members are extensive;
must be a member in good standing with the Sunflower Chapter and
the AMCA, must have a pulse, and must be able to make an occasional
meeting without nodding off. Duties are similarly demanding. If you
are a current board member who’s term is expiring and don’t want to
return, I encourage you to recruit someone to take your position.
Last issue I was recruiting contributions for the Newsletter. I
want to thank Bill Page for his article and look forward to more.
See ya on the road,
Jim Wellemeyer
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big
The Sunflower Chapter has visited many amazing
collections and met some talented craftsman. On Saturday June 10
the Sunflower members took a ride north to Newton and Goessel
where we met men who define the extremes of hobbyists.
We met at a McDonalds in west Wichita and when I arrived
several bikes were already there. Some road maintenance was
already in progress. Steve Kirk was lying on the asphalt next to his
Panhead looking up at an oil leak. Seems like he had just changed
the oil filter and had washer in the wrong position, which he
corrected in short order. Meanwhile the bikes kept showing up and
we had the small parking lot jammed up as it was a busy Saturday
morning at the “golden arches”. The final total was 18 bikes and
two 4-wheeled vehicles as we headed out for Newton.
The first stop was Denny Franz’s house in a quiet Newton
neighborhood. We lined the street in front of his house with our
bikes and I walked up to meet Denny. When I looked back, Terry
Sawyer was still back at his Panhead looking down at the right side.

Steve Kirk gets help with an oil leak.
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big

As I walked up I could see the problem puddling on the pavement.
Probably a stuck float we all said. After tapping on the carburetor
with a variety of objects, Terry proceeded to the next level of
maintenance, carb removal. Most of us left Terry to his task and
went on in to see what Denny had to show us.
Denny displayed a bike at our Bike Show in April, the V8
powered Franz Flyer and he had invited us to stop and see him
sometime. Denny built this bike from scratch including the allaluminum 392cc V8 engine. He machined the block, heads,
manifolds and much more from aluminum bar stock. Denny started
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big
it up and it purred smooth as silk. This was the second Franz
Flyer, the original is a V-twin, and just as impressive. The real
jewel that we saw was a ½ scale Farmall F14 tractor. This is an
exact replica of the real tractor and Denny fabricated every piece
right down to molding his own tires. This is not just a model but a
real fully functioning tractor with a 4 cylinder gas engine and all
the running gear. The transmission, clutch, brakes, PTO, steering,

Denny starts up the “Franz Flyer”
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big
everything works like the real thing and Denny manufactured it all,
even the distributor. If that’s not enough for you, add in the remote
controls that allow Denny to drive it down his driveway and
around the yard, while the farmer sitting in the seat waves at you,
steers and operates the foot clutch. On You Tube you can find
videos of these and more of Denny’s creations.
On my way back out front to check on Terry, I found Larry
Burke’s Indian 4 hooked up to a battery charger. Voltage regulator
trouble??? Terry had managed to get the carburetor off and
disassembled. He was looking at the float, someone asked if it felt
full of fuel, but didn’t seem too heavy. Although if you shook it,
there was a sound like something was inside. Removing the float
arm screw confirmed the problem as fuel dripped out the hole.
Inside Denny’s shop under good light, a crack was found around
the nut for the screw. Terry made quick work of soldering the
crack and once the carb was back together and reinstalled, a couple
cranks on the starter and the bike fired up. That was some great
road maintenance Terry.

A nice group of members showed up for the ride that day.
Here we wait for our turn to see Denny’s tractor.
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big

Expert float repair by Terry

Terry Sawyer, Kent Allton, Steve Kirk, “which way was that
float arm attached?”
7

Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big

A stop for gas
before arriving in Goessel for lunch
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big
We started gathering up to leave but Denny had one more
thing to show us. He had a functioning engine, powered by butane
gas, so small it easily perched on top of the Bic lighter, amazing.
As we left for the next stop I thought we had seen quite a display
of craftsmanship.
Our next stop was to see Jerry Toews in Goessel. We
arrived in Goessel shortly after noon and had lunch. We split up
between the local grocery for sandwiches and the Branding Iron
restaurant for burgers, then headed to Jerry’s. Jerry is retired
having taught band for 30 years most of which at Goessel. He has
spent much of his life collecting and fixing antique machinery.
His buildings are full of all types of machines and engines dating
back to the 1800’s. Unlike our first stop, most everything at Jerrys
place is on a massive scale. Jerry took us out to a machine shed
for his first demonstration. There we found a collection of huge
gas powered tractors. When it comes to these machines Jerry is a

Jerry dwarfed by his tractors.
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big

That doesn’t look good.

Kelly pulls a nail from Jerry’s tire.
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big
walking encyclopedia. As he walked around the massive machine
making preparations he was telling us all about it. This tractor
was a 1917 Aultman Taylor 30-60. It was rated at 30 horsepower
on the drawbar and 60 on the pulley and weighs about 25,000
pounds. After getting all the controls set and priming the engine,
Jerry positioned a 5 foot bar on the crankshaft and pulled the
engine through a couple times and it fired up. The 4 cylinder
OHV horizontal engine capable of pulling at 12 bottom plow
around 1 mph while using 8 gallons of fuel per hour.

Jerry tells about the history of the tractor, then sets all the
controls and pulls the engine thru by hand to start it.
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Big Ass Tractors and Not So Big

Jerry Toews and his 1882, 3 ½ HP, Otto Crossley Engine.

Next Jerry took us to his showroom of machinery. All
types of early era engines and machines. His real pride is a 1882,
3 ½ HP Otto Crossley, which is the 4th oldest 4 cycle engine in the
USA. It uses an open flame for ignition. Again Jerry set all the
controls gave a few pulls on the giant flywheel and engine fired
right up. He explained the open flame ignition and much more.
We could have spent hours admiring his collection and listening to
Jerry tell about all of it, but it was to start for home. Back outside
at the bikes we found Jerry Ottaway’s Henderson 4 cylinder had a
flat front tire. Everything required to fix the tire was right there in
the shop. It was another opportunity for some road maintenance
but Jerry elected to leave the bike and pick it up the next day.
What a day. We had seen a tiny engine running on top of a
lighter, a running 1880 engine, a remote control scale tractor, huge
tractors, and many great examples of craftsmanship.
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The Old Sage 1924-2016
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

Bud Cox was one of the founding members of the Sunflower Chapter and an
Honorary Member of the AMCA. He
penned the “Old Sage” articles for
more than thirteen years, with the first
episode appearing in the 1994 Winter
issue of the AMCA magazine. This
“Old Sage” episode originally appeared in the 2000 Fall issue of “The
Antique Motorcycle”

T

here is an intersection of two highways near
Wichita that is called "Crupper's Comer." It has
nothing to do with horses or harness, but was
named after a man who had a used refrigerator business
there. The name is used as an area reference. We used to
have motorcycle events at a chapter member's farm,
twenty miles west of Crupper's. During one such ride as
we all leaned into the curve at Crupper's Comer, several
of us noticed a good sized fire in operation on Al's fourcylinder Indian. It was located in, over, and around the
carburetor. We yelled and pointed at the fire and Al would
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The Rock Crusher
yell and point at us! Finally, he noticed the smoke rolling
up between his legs and he became a bit excited. Al and
the rest of us stopped as soon as we could, but we had no
fire extinguisher in our group. Herb and Jerry Ottaway
started blowing on the fire from one side, as the rest of us
started throwing sand and dirt on the other side. Would
you believe that just as Herb Ottaway took a big breath on
one side, someone threw a big handful of sand right into
his throat! Now that really upset Herb, I mean, he really
just flipped over backwards and lay there blowing dust
rings! About the time we got the fire out. Herb was
spitting mud balls and muttering a bit so we knew he
would be all right. A few days I asked Herb if he had
recovered and he replied, "Every time I try to eat
something, it sounds like a rock crusher in my head!" He
survived in fine fashion.
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The Journey of the Cannonball
By Bill Page
It was the spring of 2014, my friend Kelly Modlin was
preparing his motorcycle for the 2014 Cannonball. To keep him
company, I started following him around on my old Knucklehead.
As we put miles on his old bike and visited with people along the
way, I started to slowly contract this addiction, or sickness, called
vintage motorcycles. For some the fix might be 35 year old bikes,
for others it might be 50 year old bikes. But for those of us who
have it bad, the only fix is very, very old and the older, the better.
When the 2016 Cannonball was announced that it would run
from Atlantic City, New Jersey to San Diego, California and that
required entry was to be at least a 100 year old bike, challenge
accepted. Now I just needed to round up enough parts to build a
1915 Harley Davidson that would endure a journey like that. Why
did I choose this bike? Well, it was easy. My drug of choice has
always been Harley Davidson and the 1915 was an awesome looking
machine with the seat position lowered and the square cornered tank.

1915 Harley Davidson Single Cylinder
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The Journey of the Cannonball

Kelly called my bike the “Johnny Cash Special” because I
really did build it one piece at a time. If you’ll get the tune in your
mind it would sound something like this; first came the engine,
single cylinder model 11b and then I got a frame. Found me a
front end then I bought some wheels. Then came the fenders,
handlebars, seat and finally a tranny.
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The Journey of the Cannonball
Piece of cake, now just put it all together and ride it, right?
Well ride it I did, but every time I rode it something either broke,
came loose and just wasn’t working right. Yea, it would start up
just fine, ride around the block and 3 miles to town, but whenever I
tried to put major miles on it I would uncover problems that would
arise from heat, vibration and age. Some hiccups were not things
you would put on a checklist, like the lifter pin problem. The lifter
pin on a single cylinder is different than on a twin, none are re-pops
so you have to make them. The most common to use would be
either drill rod or drill stock. On a long ride they have to be just
right, if they’re too soft then ends would mash but if they’re too
hard the ends would chip off, both cases affecting the valve
operation. The cam on a single doesn’t have a long duration so
when the intake valve opens you need every bit of opening you can
get. Other problems we had to tackle were: valve pockets, exhaust
valve sticking, and the stock HX carburetor not being big enough to
sustain long rides at a constant speed. Early on I would take rides
with my motorcycle club and I couldn’t get the bike to go over
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The Journey of the Cannonball

35 mph, at best. It just wouldn’t pull hills or maintain speed. It
was not only frustrating for me but for my friends as well because
they would hang back with me while others rode on.
After a full year of riding and experimenting with this
motorcycle it seemed as though all the bugs had been worked out,
it was time to go to Atlantic City. At the riders meeting the night
before the start of the race we were told that days 2 and 3 would
be 2 of the 3 hardest days of the ride, oh boy! I only had enough
parts to rebuild the engine two times so I thought that come the
fourth day I might be riding in the truck.
The first day of the race was the shortest day at only 156
miles, the farthest I had ridden the bike thus far was 70 miles so I
didn’t know what to expect. We ended up finishing that first day
with no issues other than a sore bottom! The second day was 360
miles through the hills of Pennsylvania with 4,000 feet elevation
changes. This was the day that took out nearly 1/3 of the riders in
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The Journey of the Cannonball

the 2016 Cannonball. 108 riders started on day 1, I believe only
52 started on day 3. The 1915 “Johnny Cash Special” not only
completed all 360 miles that day but went on to run 13 of 15 days
with a perfect score. 3,175 miles total. The day we rode through
Carlsbad, California towards the finish line my heart was
pounding, I had a huge smile on my face and if you looked real
close you probably could’ve seen a tear in my eye. 2 years of
hard work and dedication to a cause had come to an end. We
finished in 24th place, only 52 riders finished that day with enough
miles to go on record as finishing. This was far beyond my
expectations, the entire field of 100 year old bikes performed
beyond anyone’s expectations.
We were a team and it takes a team effort from family and
friends to make this journey. My friend, Eric Erickson, spent
countless hours helping me prepare for this race, without him I
don’t believe I would have even made the start. My son Billy,
even with 2 new babies at home sacrificed 3 weeks to go along
with me and work on the bike night after night alongside Eric.
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The Journey of the Cannonball

Sunflower Members chasing Bill on a Sunday
breakfast ride
My friends Kelly and Ellen Waddell rode many miles at 35 mph
early on, (which was not easy on Kelly if you know what I mean!)
and Kelly Modlin, who I have ridden with a lot in preparation for
the next Cannonball as well.

A day off with the crew in Dodge City
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The Journey of the Cannonball
Over the next few issues I am going to preview the 2018
Cannonball. I will let you know how our bikes are coming along as
well as the other Sunflower Chapter entrants and keep you informed
of any news about the upcoming event. As of right now, all we
know is that it will start in Portland, Maine and end in Portland,
Oregon with a day of rest in Deadwood, South Dakota. 3,800 miles
total. Riders who have been accepted in the field for 2018 from our
chapter are: Kelly Modlin, this will be his 4th Cannonball and was a
big influence for getting me involved in the event. Billy Page, my
crew chief from the 2016 race will be riding his own 1916 Harley.
And Terry Richardson, this will be his 3rd Cannonball.
Oh, and I will be riding the ole “Johnny Cash Special”
Till next time, we’re gone.
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
Due to health conditions I am selling one of my
motorcycles. 1998 FLSTS Heritage Springer 95th
Anniversary Harley Davidson, 29,000 miles and has
always been shedded. It is 1022 of 3000 made. I am
asking $12,500, and can be reached at 620-546-1713.
Carl Staub Jr.

The Sunflower Chapter
Welcomes New Member
John Wiley
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COMMERCIAL ADS

Custom metal fabricator, TIG welding, Custom Paint
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
Friday August 25th ~ Supper ride to Yoder. Meet at the Goddard
Wal-mart parking lot at 6 PM
August 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)

** Saturday September 16th

Sunflower Chapter Fall Ride
Grand Lake, Grove Oklahoma See details in this issue.

**

September 27th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
October 25th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
November 29th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
December 1st Sunflower Chapter Christmas Party

Sunflower Website ~www.sunfloweramca.org

The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 20-22

Rocky Mountain Chapter Road Run, Black Hawk CO

July 24-26

Evergreen Chapter Road Run, Sequim WA

Sept 11-13

Fort Sutter Chapter Road Run, Lake Tahoe CA

Sept 20-23

Smoky Mountain Chptr Road Run Chattanooga, TN

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 24-25
Omaha Chapter
Mar 10-11
Sunshine Chapter
Apr 28-29
Perkiomen Chapter
May 19-21
Southern National
May 19-20
European Chapter
June 16-17
Viking Chapter
June 16-17
Fort Sutter Chapter
June 30-July 1 Rhinebeck National
July 21-23
Wauseon Meet
Aug 4-5
Yankee Chapter
Aug 25-26
Australia Chapter
Sept 29-Oct 1 Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Denton, NC
Raalte, Netherlands
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Rhinebeck, NY
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Bulli Show Grounds
Jefferson, PA

