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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As you will read in this issue I have had a busy start to this year.
Attending AMCA events local and national, meeting with old friends,
making new ones, and of course enjoying old motorcycles of all
varieties. They all have things in common yet each event has its own
personality. One common requirement is volunteers. Without
volunteers these events could not be put on. The Twisted Oz Bike
Show and Swap meet was a great success because of the many
Sunflower volunteers and the collaboration with the Twisted Oz
Museum. With continued support this will become a huge annual
event. My sincere thanks to all of you helped and attended.
I would like to ask all of you for a little your help. This
publication is pretty much one person’s experience and view of the
Sunflower Chapter and the activities put on and attended by its
members. I have been editing and producing the newsletter for a while
now and I enjoy doing it. It takes me a few days to get it put together;
most of that time is spent writing the articles. But seriously, you must
be getting tired of my unimaginative writing. How about some new
material from all of you? I would like to get some of your experiences,
past and present, and share them with the membership. You don’t
have to have professional writing skills or equipment. If you don’t
have access to a computer with word processing software, just write it
in an email and send it to me. If you are really electronically
challenged put it down on a piece of paper and send it to me. Snail
mail still works well at my house. What can you write about? Tell me
about the most memorable person you met while riding, not including
Sunflower members, we already know all those guys. Your first
motorcycle or the first time you rode a motorcycle. Your worst or best
break down experience. What about your favorite road to ride? Share
a technical tip. Embellishment is encouraged.
I know you guys have a ton of great stories and motorcycle
knowledge. So how about sharing them with the rest of us? One of the
reasons many of us joined the AMCA was to share our love of antique
iron with others.
Thanks for listening, I look forward to having my mailbox
stuffed with great stories.
See ya on the road,
Jim Wellemeyer
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Twisted Oz Show and Swap Meet
April 1, 2017 marked the first anniversary of the opening of
the Twisted Oz Motorcycle Museum. On that day the first Twisted
Oz Bike Show and Swap Meet was held. The Sunflower Chapter
and Kelly Modlin’s Twisted Oz Museum partnered to put on the
event.
This inaugural show was entirely free to all who came to
vend, show their bikes, or just view the vintage bike event. The
plan was to keep it simple for everyone. So no pre-registration was
required, just arrive and show what you brung.
The Museum was in the final stages of adding a new
building. The ceiling, lights, and sheet rock were all added in the
last week before the show. Lots of volunteers pitched in to help get
the building presentable for the event. It was originally planned to
be an outside event, with the new building available in case of bad
weather. The day arrived and it was cold and overcast with the
forecast of rain. Tables were set up inside for food service and
some vendors.
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Twisted Oz Show and Swap Meet

The forecast all week long was predicting bad weather but
we were telling everyone that this would be a rain or shine event.
No one knew what to expect, this was our first time for the event
and the weather was sure dampen the enthusiasm. We were
pleasantly surprised at 8:00 AM and there were already vehicles in
the parking lot unloading. Among those early arrivals was Victor
Hugas from the Cherokee Chapter. Victor lives in San Benito
Texas and made a 14 hour drive to participate. Registrations
wrapped up at 10:00 AM and we had 51 bikes and a dozen
vendors, representing Texas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, and Missouri.
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Twisted Oz Show and Swap Meet
The temperature was in the upper 40’s but the rain was
now forecast for late afternoon, so maybe we could get lucky.
Inside, the Sunflower Chapter ladies were setting up to serve a
light lunch. They were keeping busy, as the early big seller was
hot coffee. Thank you to Ellen Hittle, Theresa Modlin, Kathy
Page, Lisa Martin, Melissa Grelinger, and Tally Bell for serving
up the food and drinks.
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Twisted Oz Show and Swap Meet
The bike judging was completed early so we could avoid
having to delay any one who wanted to beat the arrival of rain.
Shortly after lunch Bill Page was ready to present the awards.
Sunflower Chapter members winning awards were Gary Lewis
1963 Honda Super Hawk for Best Japanese entry, Bart Grelinger
1951 Nimbus for Best European entry, and Terry Richardson 1950
Vincent Black Shadow for Best in Show. Thank you to Bill Page
for organizing the Bike Show and donating the trophies and
plaques.
The afternoon continued to be cool but no rain. A good
crowd of spectators had showed up to see the bikes and parts. The
Museum was full of people all day long. The show wrapped up a
little earlier than planned and no one got wet loading up. Everyone
I talked to said their expectations of crowd and participants were
exceeded. I say that the show was a huge success for our first year.
Thank you to all the volunteers who made it possible.

Jerry Ottaway talking about the Super Six and 1911 Pierce
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Twisted Oz Show and Swap Meet

Victor Hugas tells about his Cannonball journey and bike.
His was one of 6 Cannonballers on display.
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Twisted Oz Show and Swap Meet

The old Ferris Wheel chair was a hit with young and old.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display
During the first several months of 2017 I have had great
opportunities to see wonderful collections and displays of antique
motorcycles. On a pleasant day in February a small group of
Sunflower members travel to Washington Kansas to visit Dale
Keesecker. Dale is a pig farmer by profession but most of his
adult life his hobby has been collecting and restoring rare and
exceptional examples of motorcycle engineering. Dale’s mini
museum includes a many examples of limited production bikes,
with European examples dominating the collection. Bikes from
Germany, Italy, United Kingdom, and other countries, are
displayed in a spotless show room with tons of literature on the
walls. The stars of his collection are displayed on the lower level
of his home. His collection of Vincent’s includes Black Shadows,
Rapides, and the Egli Vincent. Dale gave us a superb tour with
many stories and facts about the bikes. We thank Dale for taking
time for us.

Dale’s museum.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display

A room full of Vincents

Dale (4 from right) with Sunflower members.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display
For the last couple of years during February, I have found
myself attending a couple of nearby regional Chapter events. On
Super Bowl Sunday, the Santa Fe Chapter puts on their annual
Vintage Motorcycle Show and Swap Meet. Lawrence Kansas is
just 2 ½ hours from Wichita, so there is plenty of time to make it
to their show and back home for the football game. The Santa Fe
crew puts on a show that draws a big crowd to the Douglas County
Fairground building. They always have the full complement of
entries, from fully restored rare bikes to barn fresh, as found,
vintage iron. Thank you Jack Larson, Raul Cabrera and all the
Santa Fe volunteers for providing a great show and reminding us
to get back out in the shop and get ready for spring riding.

The Santa Fe Chapter Show had this young man showing
his work and winning an award.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display

Sunflower members Bob Christian, Mike Bahnmaier, Jerry
Ottaway, and Kelly Modlin entered bikes the show.
Just a couple of weeks later in February and a little further
north, from Wichita, the Omaha Chapter puts on their Lincoln
Highway National Meet. This meet is the kickoff event for the
National Meet schedule. Christensen Field Arena in Fremont
Nebraska is the location of the meet. On Thursday February 23, I
made the drive to Fremont and the temperature was dropping the
farther north I drove. There was a forecast of snow across
Nebraska that night. I woke up the next morning with the wind
howling out of the north and the snow was flying parallel to the
ground. The Omaha meet is notorious for the winter storms that
often accompany it. When I arrived at Christensen Field there was
about 2 inches of snow on the ground, but inside the building it
was warm and filling up with bikes, parts, and people. This was
the third time I had been to Fremont, it has the feeling like a
reunion. You see many of the same guys swapping old iron,
stories, and plans for the coming season of motorcycling. Fremont
is a small meet compared to others, but draws quality bikes
entered in the show for judging.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display

This is not an uncommon sight at the Fremont meet.

Inside the view is much better with lots of great bikes.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display

I was looking over one bike in particular, a 1951 Nimbus.
Fellow Sunflower member, Bart Grelinger, had asked me to check
it out. He was interested in buying it and could not make it to the
meet. Bart had spoken to Travis Scott, the owner, previously and
had received some photos of the bike. Travis has done a number
of Nimbus restorations and this red one was beautiful. I called
Bart to tell him about the bike and found out that he had been
trying to call Travis but he was not returning his calls. I found
Travis and he told me he left his phone at home back in Colorado.
Travis and Bart finally got connected and the deal was made. The
little red Nimbus is now home in Wichita.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display
The snow had ended early Friday so the weather was just
mild inconvenience. The banquet that night concluded the day’s
activities. On Saturday I stopped in to watch some of the judging
before heading back to Wichita. I needed to get back and start
getting ready for the next trip.

Robbie and I were getting the motor home packed up for a
month long trip to Florida. One of the primary destinations on this
trip was the Sunshine Chapter Meet. We spent the next week
sightseeing and visiting friends and relatives before arriving in
New Smyrna Beach Florida. The Sunshine Meet was a sharp
contrast to Fremont. Sunshine and palm trees, no howling wind
and snow. At the RV Park got setup and then unloaded the bike I
brought, my 1981 Honda CBX. This being the week before
Daytona Bike Week, we were in an area designated for campers
with motorcycles, and were the first to setup. The next morning
we rode over to the Silver Sands Bridle Club, the location of the
meet. On the way we passed many bikes, a sure indication that
there was an event going on somewhere. But they were not
antiques, mostly newer V-twins almost all Harleys. Just before
arriving at the meet we passed the Cabbage Patch, a venue and
camping area for Bike Week. It was already filling up with bikes
and campers. As we wandered through many booths and displays
at the Sunshine meet, we met old friends from past Meets and
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Antique Motorcycles on Display

Bikers camping at New Smyrna Beach

Sunshine Meet
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Antique Motorcycles on Display
Road Runs. After making the rounds we took a long ride back to
the campground. The next morning we rode out to the Canaveral
National Seashore, spent some time walking the beach and had
lunch before returning to the meet. That evening the Sunshine
Chapter served supper with a delicious seafood boil.

This tree covered road was a popular ride.
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Antique Motorcycles on Display

Sightseeing in New Smyrna Beach
We spent the next couple of days in the area stopping at
various venues set up for Bike Week. Bikes and bikers lined Main
Street in Daytona and filled every parking lot for miles around.
It’s a spectacle that every biker should experience once. We took
our time over the next two weeks making our way back to
Wichita.
Back in Wichita there was still one more Show to take in.
In this issue you can read about the Twisted Oz Museum Bike
Show and Swap meet. That may sound like an overload of bike
shows, but each one has its own flavor and I enjoyed them all.
Things they all have in common are the good people who put them
on and attend them, and the many wonderful bikes on display.

Main Street Daytona Beach
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The Old Sage 1924-2016
Bud Cox was an Honorary Member of
the Antique Motorcycle Club of America, and he penned the “Old Sage” articles for more than thirteen years, with
the first episode appearing in the 1994
Winter issue of the AMCA magazine.
These articles are reprinted here with
the permission of the AMCA.
Bill Gordon Photo

Those articles will continue to be presented here in the future issues of the
newsletter.

This issue of the newsletter presents
the autobiography of Bud Cox as recorded
and written by Bart Grelinger. Previously
printed in the February 2008 issue.

Ernest E. “Bud” Cox
Bud Cox first learned to ride a motorcycle on a 1936 Indian Scout
around 12 years of age. He remembers these days fondly, recalling
riding around the block in first gear, since initially he only knew how
to operate the clutch. There was no formal motorcycle education
then, he simply watched and learned with his friends. In 1945 Bud
bought his first motorcycle. It was a 1942 Harley-Davidson WLA. At
that time, it had less than 800 miles on it and he paid $315. “It cost
me everything I had,” Bud recalls, smiling. The first thing he wanted
to do was to put skirted fenders on it. This seasoned mechanic
admits the drill got away from him and he drilled a hole straight into
the tire. Bud’s first motorcycle repair was to change this tire! He rode
this motorcycle everywhere, cementing his love for this two wheeled
form of transportation. For about a year Bud was part of a local racing
team, however at the end of the season he actually owed his sponsor
$25. Bud explains that they had to buy all of their own parts and
when it was all said and done, he ended up on the losing end.
However, he was quick to note it was a wonderful though brief
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The Old Sage Autobiography
experience. At the end of this racing experience, Bud was forced to
sell his motorcycle. He was getting married, and they needed the
money to furnish their first house. He still misses that old motorcycle,
and is quick to note, “I still have the same lovely wife; however, the
furniture is long gone.” Bud was trained as a machinist and even
started and grew his own company that is still in the family today.
Bud admits that he was out of motorcycling for about 3 years
before joining the Shriner Motorcycle Team where he served as
captain for 3 years. During the early 70’s, Bud got permission from
Herb Ottaway to build a second Indian Super Six, and built an almost
exact replica of Herb Ottaway’s truly original design. These are the
only two Indian Super Sixes in existence. Currently, this bike sits in
the center of all the other motorcycles in Bud’s active collection.
Bud’s first antique motorcycle was a 1914 Harley-Davidson single
speed twin that he still owns today. The bike was fairly complete, but
at the time was partially disassembled. After fully restoring this
motorcycle he rode it routinely throughout southern Kansas and
northern Oklahoma. He even put a “jump seat” on the luggage rack
so that his sons could travel along with him. Although this was only
a single speed, he could still easily travel 45 to 50 miles an hour
without much difficulty. When I asked him why he has this keen
interest in older machines, he reported that they are simply more
unique, each with its own story to tell. Bud then quickly pointed to a
1911 Reading Standard single speed motorcycle that he has owned
for years and knows well. “At top speed the belt will climb up on the
drive pulley rim, almost giving it the feel of a two-speed. Anyone can
ride a new motorcycle but you have to really want to ride an older
one”. Bud certainly has enjoyed riding motorcycles and has logged
many miles over the years, though he freely admits that anymore he
would rather work on one, than ride it. He has restored dozens of
motorcycles over the years, some of them taking as long as 2 to 3
years to finally complete. On several occasions, after the bike was
completely restored, he may have only ridden the motorcycle once
before placing it in his collection and starting work on another project.
On one occasion, after locating parts and rebuilding a motorcycle for
over three years, he simply rode the bike around the block once, then
rolled it into the collection where it sits today. “It just didn’t fit me very
well.” Not only does Bud like to restore most of these machines to
their original condition, he has also ventured out with his own designs
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The Old Sage Autobiography
changing a 1925 Indian Scout into an overhead valve model by
completely building the top end. He has also designed and retrofitted
a Harley electric starter onto a 1936 Indian Scout, giving it an added
accessory “with that original equipment appearance.”
Standing in the midst of 30 of his collectable motorcycles, it seems
it would be hard for him to pick a favorite, but this is not true. He is
quick to report it is a 1937 Sports Scout ‘Stroker’, which he owned
from the early 80’s until just recently. Initially, he restored this bike to
original condition; however a few years later, he rebuilt and stroked
the engine making it “just truely a joy to ride”. “Everything about this
bike just fit me, like it was made for me!” Recently it became hard for
him to kick start, so he surveyed all his friends and club members
looking for someone about his size that the bike might fit just as well.
He finally sold this motorcycle to another club member, Kelly Wardell,
on the understanding that Kelly would continue to maintain it in its
original condition. When I asked him about of all the motorcycles he
has owned, traded, and sold over the years, which one he would like
to have back, he quickly responded “every one of them”. Obviously,
antique motorcycles are very a important part of Bud Cox’s life history
as evidenced by all the beautiful machines and memorabilia adorning
his shop.
When asked about his favorite motorcycle story, he laughed and
related a story about a trip to the Davenport Swap Meet. He reports
it was 1979 and he was working on an automotive gasoline saving
device. His design was to heat the gas in the gas line by routing it
through the radiator coolant. He reports this truely was effective;
however on the trip to Davenport, he really began to brag about his
success. Traveling with him were Herb and Jerry Ottaway in a Ford
pickup and Bud was in his new Chevy pickup complete with his
gasoline saving device. What Herb and Jerry did not know was that
he had installed an auxiliary gas tank and at every other gas stop,
Bud would simply pull to the side and wait for them to refill. He reports
that Jerry and Herb who were watching the mileage very closely, were
just amazed that his gas saving device was so successful. During
this trip, however, Bud’s son had leaked the fact that Bud had put in
an auxiliary gas tank. Unbeknownst to Bud while they were filling his
truck, they would fill an additional 5 gallons of gas into a can and
transfer this to Herb and Jerry’s gas tank so that it suddenly looked
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The Old Sage Autobiography
as if Jerry and Herb were getting much better gas mileage than Bud
when they compared gas receipts. Bud reports they have laughed
about this for years and this type of camaraderie has always made
him feel comfortable with the antique motorcycle crowd.
Mr. Cox was one of the charter members of the Sunflower Chapter
of the Antique Motorcycle Association serving as the first president in
1979. He served as president for 3 years. Bud has also served on
the National Antique Motorcycle Corp. of America’s Board of Directors
for 14 years. He served as treasurer for the National Organization the
last 4 years of his time there. While Bud freely admits he is not a fan
of large crowds, he has always enjoyed his time with this organization,
both locally and nationally, and still frequently attends and barters at
several national swap meets every year.
When I asked Bud if he had any wisdom for new antique
motorcycle riders or collectors, he simply stated they should start
buying older motorcycles now. Time will make them antiques and
ultimately more desirable. He reports when he was a young man and
collecting motorcycle parts, “simply the showing of a $100 bill would
talk the parts owner out of about anything.” “This seemed to be the
magic figure, especially if it was in the form of $100 bill. Today, even
a speedometer or a tail light may cost you over a $1000.”
When I asked him what was his favorite brand of motorcycle, he
thought for several seconds and then looked at me almost as if he did
not understand the question. He finally answered “well I guess I have
enjoyed them all for different reasons. I just seem to have collected
more Indians and Harleys than any others.” Standing in his shop
between a metal lathe, a Bridgeport milling machine and a sundry of
other tools of the trade, Mr. Cox rests his arm on his current project,
a 1940 Harley-Davidson UL (80-inch flathead) and truly looks at home.
You can tell that this is one of his favorite places to be and it was an
honor to spend some time with him in his environment. Mr. Cox is a
kind, gentle, soft spoken man who has a true passion for his work and
it was a rare treat for me to share some of it with him. Bud still gets
out in his shop almost every day planning, collecting, restoring and
saving some of the finest machines ever built. I have no doubt he will
finish this current Harley, restoring it to better than original condition!
Bart Grelinger
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
1982 Suzuki FA50, $600 OBO
316-644-0280

********************************

The Sunflower Chapter
Welcomes New Member
Steve Kirk
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COMMERCIAL ADS

Custom metal fabricator, TIG welding, Custom Paint
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
May 31st ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
June 20-22 Colorado National Road Run
June 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
July 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
August 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)

** September 16th

Sunflower Chapter Fall Ride

**

September 27th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 20-22

Rocky Mountain Chapter Road Run, Black Hawk CO

July 24-26

Evergreen Chapter Road Run, Sequim WA

Sept 11-13

Fort Sutter Chapter Road Run, Lake Tahoe CA

Sept 20-23

Smoky Mountain Chptr Road Run Chattanooga, TN

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 24-25
Omaha Chapter
Mar 10-11
Sunshine Chapter
Apr 28-29
Perkiomen Chapter
May 19-21
Southern National
May 19-20
European Chapter
June 16-17
Viking Chapter
June 16-17
Fort Sutter Chapter
June 30-July 1 Rhinebeck National
July 21-23
Wauseon Meet
Aug 4-5
Yankee Chapter
Aug 25-26
Australia Chapter
Sept 29-Oct 1 Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Denton, NC
Raalte, Netherlands
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Rhinebeck, NY
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Bulli Show Grounds
Jefferson, PA

