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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
1

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
November 1st and its 81 degrees, the great riding weather
can’t last forever. If you didn’t get a lot riding in this year, it wasn’t
because of bad weather. The Sunflower Chapter had several great
days for our activities. The Garage Tour, a breakfast ride to Potwin,
a May ride southeast through Cowley county, a Friday evening ride
to Towanda, a Sunday ride to Beaumont, a wet start to Cannonball
Rendezvous, and a great Sunflower National Road Run. I think we
made good use of all the nice weekends that came our way.
Our Roam on the Range National Road Run went off
without a hitch. There were 75 riders from 22 states coast to coast,
with passengers and other guests, well over 100 in attendance. We
showed our guests some of the best riding in Kansas with the Flint
Hills scenery as the backdrop. There were stops at popular
attractions and great food, like it might have come from grandma’s
country kitchen. I had many wonderful compliments about
everything including the hospitality shown by the Sunflower
Chapter members. I was extremely pleased with the event and all of
you should be proud of our Chapter.
This has been a great year for us and we will wrap up as
usual with the annual Christmas Party on December 2nd, you will
find details in this issue. We added several new members this year
so with the next issue I will publish a new membership roster. If
you have recently changed addresses, phone numbers, or email,
please let me know so I can update the records. Much of my regular
communication comes by email, so if don’t receive emails from me,
I don’t have your address. In this issue you will find the 2017
membership renewal form. Please remove it and fill it out
completely so we have your correct information. Then don’t lay it
down somewhere, mail it to Kelly Wardell along with your
membership dues.
Thanks for the wonderful fellowship this year, I hope to see
you at the Christmas Party, or on New Years Day at the finning
party.
Have a Happy Holiday Season,
Jim Wellemeyer
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Cannonball 2016
The coast to coast Motorcycle Cannonball endurance
run is an extreme test of man and machine. The challenge is
you must ride a prescribed route for 17 days as you cross the
United States on a vintage motorcycle. This year in the “Race
of the Century”, all motorcycles had to be 100 years or older.
Three Sunflower Chapter members competed in this year’s race,
Kelly Modlin, Bill Page, and Terry Richardson. Kelly rode a
1914 Excelsior twin cylinder, Bill rode a 1915 Harley Davidson
single cylinder, and Terry road a 1916 Harley Davidson twin
cylinder.
As the route across America was firmed up, Wichita
found out it was selected as the final stop for Stage 7. This was
great news for all us local antique motorcycle nuts. Just having
the race come through Wichita was not enough for Kelly
Modlin. Kelly urged the organizers to have the final stop be at
the Twisted Oz Museum, and have dinner there.

Waiting in the rain. Everything is ready, just need
some Cannonball riders.
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Cannonball 2016
Friday September 16th was the date for the Cannonball
stop in Wichita with dinner at the Museum, sponsored by Kelly,
Bill, and Terry. The Sunflower Chapter would be directing
traffic, riders, and support vehicles. The forecast for that day
was not good with a line of thunderstorms moving through in
the morning. As I drove across town over to Augusta the
showers had started. A good group of Sunflower volunteers
showed up to help with the setup for dinner, which would be
held in a partially finished new addition to the Museum. The
roof was on, so the meal would be dry.
Bart Grelinger, Jim Homan, and Neil Havran directed traffic.
“Sorry Ma’am, motorcycle parking only. You and the kids
will have to park over at Walmart.”
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Cannonball 2016
The rain continued through the morning and varied from
heavy thunderstorms to light rain. The Cannonball riders were
coming from southeast Kansas which was where all the rain was
headed. By noon the rain had stopped but with overcast that looked
like the rain could start at any time. Some of the spectator crowd
was starting to show up and a couple of the Cannonball support
vehicles had arrived. Now it was just down waiting to see the first
bikes arrive. I had been watching the weather radar and could tell
that the riders would be soaked by the time they arrived. I was
wondering how those 100 year old magnetos were going to perform
in that weather.
I noticed a couple of the support vehicles that we had parked,
now had loaded up and headed out of town. A little while later, we
received word that the race had been halted at the lunch stop Parsons
Kansas. The rain had been so heavy that it was not safe to continue.
All riders at the lunch stop received credit for the full days ride, and
were allowed to load up and be hauled to the final stop of the day.

Parking for motorcyclists and support vehicles
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Cannonball 2016

That did not deter a number of the riders who wanted to continue
with their journey. Finally about 4 o’clock a couple of riders
arrived. The overcast had started to break up and a good crowd of
people cheered as they parked their bikes.
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Cannonball 2016

Over the next couple of hours more riders, and bikes on
trailers straggled in. The crowd was now huge and the parking
areas were filling up. Many motorcyclists had showed up to see the
event and we had parking for them. People in cars were directed

Doc Hopkins and his 1916 Harley with sidecar
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Cannonball 2016
next door to the big Walmart parking lot, which eventually filled up
too.

The riders and support crews were pleasantly surprised
with dinner that night. Not pulled pork or cold hot dogs, but Tbone steak cooked over charcoal to your request. Baked potatoes,
corn on the cob, and rolls finished out the menu. It was a big hit
with everyone, including all the volunteers who helped make this
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Cannonball 2016

stop a success. As the riders and crews finished dinner they packed
up and headed into Wichita to the Marriott which was the host
hotel. There was no time to waste, as many of the bikes had
mechanical issues to work out.
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Cannonball 2016
One of those bikes needing work was Frank Westfall’s #49,
a 1912 Henderson 4 cylinder. At the Marriott, Frank was asking
where he could get some machine work done. The number #1
piston rod bearing was in bad shape. Frank had spare rods, but
would need machined. He got referred to Sunflower member
Terry Sawyer, who had the machining capability in his shop.
On Saturday morning the Henderson had been prepared
with number 1 cylinder blocked off and continued on to Dodge
City on 3 cylinders. Meanwhile the spare rod was at Terry’s house
getting the cap split and machined to accept the new bearing.

Terry Sawyer machines the rod as Fred Obst looks on.
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Cannonball 2016

Sunday was a day of rest in Dodge City and by then the rod
had caught up to the bike and was reinstalled. This bike went
on to finish the race in first place.
The Cannonball endurance race is a war of attrition. Some
bikes didn’t make beyond the first day. Others had multiple
breakdowns but kept on competing. Another notable finisher was
Sunflower member Bill Page. This was Bill’s first attempt and he
had few problems but overcame them to finish the race on his
single cylinder Harley Davidson in 24th place overall.

Congratulations to Bill and his crew.
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The time to renew your
membership for 2017 is now.
Remove this form and mail it in.
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Street ________________________________________ CHAPTER # _________

Name _______________________________________ AMCA # _____________

We greatly appreciate your prompt renewal

Your membership card for 2016 will be mailed with the first issue of the Sunflower
Chapter Newsletter following your renewal for 2016, or you can pick up your card at the
first Monthly Meeting after your renewal is received.

Be sure to include your AMCA National Membership Number!

Please provide all information requested, except Chapter Number
Chapter Numbers are assigned by the Club Secretary

Antique Motorcycle Club of America

of the

Sunflower Chapter

in the

Membership Renewal for 2017
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Check Amount _______________________

Check Number _______________________

Application Recvd. On _________________

Sunflower Chapter membership dues are $20.00 per year, based on the calendar
year of January 1 through December 31. Please make your check or money order
payable to Sunflower Chapter AMCA and send to: Kelly Wardell
157 SW 200th Street
For Sunflower Secretary’s Use Only
Douglass, KS 67039

Fax # ___________________________________

Cell Phone # _____________________________

Home Phone # ___________________________

Spouse Name ____________________________

City ________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________

The time to renew your
membership for 2017 is now.
Remove this form and mail it in.
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Canadian Visitor
On a Sunday morning in early September I was poking
around in the garage, thinking it was a nice day and I should get
one of the bikes out and take a ride. A few minutes later my
phone rang and Kelly Modlin said he had a visitor, at his
museum, from Canada and he needed some help with his 1983
Gold Wing. I asked what he needed and Kelly said he had lost a
front axle retainer cap. I knew that was something that was not
going to be on the shelf at the local Honda shop, and I told him I
thought it was the same part as on my 87 Gold Wing.
A few minutes later I was taking that ride I had been
thinking about, with the axle cap and nuts in my pocket. When I
got to the Twisted Oz Museum in Augusta, I was introduced to
Eric Lacroix from Sydney, Novi Scotia. If you are not familiar
with Canadian geography, Sydney is about as far east as you can
drive in Canada, without getting wet, at the tip of the peninsula of
Novi Scotia.

Eric Lacroix with his 83 Gold Wing.
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Canadian Visitor
Eric told me he was on the return route to Sydney, having
traveled across Canada, down to California, across the Mohave
Dessert, and now in Augusta Kansas. Eric is a ships engineer for
the Canadian Coast Guard, and is able to get time off for long trips
between sea duties. He just happened to be in Augusta, 7500
miles into his trip, when he noticed the missing retainer cap. A
local resident suggested he check with Kelly at the local antique
motorcycle museum. Eric was impressed with the collection of
bikes that Kelly has on display. Kelly was in the final preparations
for his Cannonball ride, and his painter, Justin Cline, was applying
the final touches to the graphic on the side of his chase vehicle.
Justin asked Eric if he could apply some enhancement to his front
fender and in no time at all there was a nice gold pinstripe design
on the fender.
With the front axle securely attached and new ornamentation on front fender retainer, Eric was ready to be on his way. As
Eric got mounted up to leave, he told us that so far this stop was
the highlight of his trip.

Justin Cline adding a little Kansas hospitality.
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Canadian Visitor

Justin, Eric, Kelly, and Jim (behind the windshield)

2016 Elections
The annual election of Sunflower Chapter Board Members
was held during the regular monthly meeting on October 26,
2016. The terms for Board Members Jim Wellemeyer, Larry
Burke, and Kelly Wardell will be completed on December 31,
2016.
Jim Wellemeyer, Larry Burke, and Kelly Wardell were all
nominated and reelected to the Board of Directors for 2017 and
2018.

Sunflower Chapter Board of Directors for 2017
Jim Wellemeyer Larry Burke
Kelly Wardell Terry Sawyer
Kevin Moore
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The Ticket
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

M

Bud Cox is an Honorary Member of the
AMCA, and he penned the “Old Sage”
articles for more than thirteen years,
with the first episode appearing in the
1994 Winter issue of the AMCA magazine. This “Old Sage” episode originally appeared in the 2000 Summer issue
of “The Antique Motorcycle”

y son Stan expressed a desire to ride our 1951 80"
Chief in a local road ride. We thought it should be
cleaned up a bit, which included installing a

complete new
exhaust system. The following is the story of why and how this
nice original
Chief had such a crappy exhaust system.
My good friend Frank Schneller asked to ride the 80"
during an afternoon outing several years ago. We cranked up and
started the ride, he on the 80" and I on the 1959 Pan. Within a few
minutes we found ourselves in a line of motorists who were having
their driver's licenses checked. When it came our turn to be
checked, the State Trooper issued Frank a ticket for a defective
muffler. It was defective all right, in fact, it was non-existent. The
headers just ran back about to the kick starter, and stopped short.
The rider never had to wonder if the engine was running or not.
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The Ticket
It sounded about like an Aherns-Fox fire engine. That would be
loud and louder!
At the next stop, Frank tried to hand me the ticket. I
backed off, saying that it was his name on it, not mine! He said
that since it was my machine…and you know the rest. End result
was that Frank took the ticket, and the Chief and stated, "You may
not like the results." I replied, "I would not complain about
anything."
About a week later, Frank brought the Chief back and he
had tightly welded a terrible looking, nasty, rusty, bent-up old
Harley muffler onto the headers! On the end of the muffler was
welded an ugly old "homemade" flat funnel! It was a miserable
mess, indeed. But it did sound good, it sounded a bit like an
American La-France fire engine this time. I did not complain.

The Chief made a couple of the "Pre" D.J. runs in
Colorado, then was pushed back into line where it rested for over
20 years, while we played with other bikes.
I have to admit that with the new exhaust pipes and
muffler, it has a very nice sound, and it looks almost 100% better.
At this time the Chief is current with correct license plates,
registration and insurance, and will be on several of the chapter
rides this summer.
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Roam on the Range 2016
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
Due to health conditions I am selling one of my
motorcycles. 1998 FLSTS Heritage Springer 95th
Anniversary Harley Davidson, 29,000 miles and has
always been shedded. It is 1022 of 3000 made. I am
asking $13,500, and can be reached at 620-546-1713.
Carl Staub Jr.

******************************
Note: I will be publishing a new membership roster next issue. If you have changed
phone number, email, or address since 2012.
Send it to jwellemeyer@cox.net.
Or 316-461-1778
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COMMERCIAL ADS

Custom metal fabricator, TIG welding, Custom Paint
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
November 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
Friday December 2nd ~ Sunflower Chapter Christmas Party, at the
Candle Club. Details in this issue.
No regular December Club meeting.

January 1, 2017 ~ New Years Day finning party.
Do you have an old cast cylinder with broken fins.
Bring it and see a demonstration of how those fins
can be replaced.
Same place as last year, Roger Nelson’s shop.
7016 W Pueblo Drive, Wichita KS.
Bring your favorite snack or appetizer.
10 AM to 2 PM

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 20-22

Rocky Mountain Chapter Road Run, Black Hawk CO

July 24-26

Evergreen Chapter Road Run, Sequim WA

Sept 11-13

Fort Sutter Chapter Road Run, Lake Tahoe CA

Sept 20-23

Smoky Mountain Chptr Road Run Chattanooga, TN

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 24-25
Omaha Chapter
Mar 10-11
Sunshine Chapter
Apr 28-29
Perkiomen Chapter
May 19-21
Southern National
May 19-20
European Chapter
June 16-17
Viking Chapter
June 16-17
Fort Sutter Chapter
June 30-July 1 Rhinebeck National
July 21-23
Wauseon Meet
Aug 4-5
Yankee Chapter
Aug 25-26
Australia Chapter
Sept 29-Oct 1 Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Denton, NC
Raalte, Netherlands
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Rhinebeck, NY
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Bulli Show Grounds
Jefferson, PA

