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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
2016 is here and it brings new prospects for getting together
with other AMCA members at antique motorcycle events. There are
16 AMCA national events this year. There are all the traditional meets
and some new ones. A couple of them have captured my interest.
For the first time the AMCA is holding a meet at the Barber
Motorsports Park in Birmingham Alabama. The meet will feature a
huge swap meet, daily road runs, of course the Barber Museum, and
much more. I have wanted to go there for a long time. Another event
I am making plans for is the Road Run put on by Phoenix Road
Runner Chapter. This will take place in Kanab Utah with rides to Zion
and Brice Canyon national parks and the Grand Canyon. I have one
problem, there are only 2 days between these events and they are
separated by 1700 miles. Fortunately I won’t be traveling on a 100
year old bike.
2016 will also feature the fourth episode of the Motorcycle
Cannonball Endurance Run. This year all the bikes must be 1916 or
older. The route stops overnight in Wichita and has a day off in Dodge
City. Plan to cheer on our Sunflower members who will be riding in
the event.
The last event that has to be on every ones calendar is the
Sunflower Chapter National Road Run, Roam on the Range. Our
road run is the wrap up event of the year. Our committee is working
hard and with help from many of you, it will be one of the highlights
of the year. The Kansas Flint Hills will make a scenic backdrop for 3
days of riding with stops at great attractions. We have a great hotel
with a good room rate. More details are in this issue along with the
registration form. You can find links for on line registration and hotel
reservations on our web page. Schedule your vacation and make
reservations soon.
Our Chapter started the year with the traditional New Year’s
Day get together and I want to thank Roger Nelson for opening his
shop for us. Next up is the annual Garage Tour. You will find more
info about these events in this issue.
I am planning on having a great 2016 and enjoy it with many of
you.
See you on the road, Jim Wellemeyer
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Maintenance on the Roadside

Riding antique motorcycles can bring unforeseen
breakdowns. Usually they happen when you are not expecting it
and not prepared for repair.
The Cowley County Toy Run in November is a late season
opportunity for an afternoon ride with seasonal weather that runs
from pleasant to nasty. This year November 14th started cool with
a sunny promise of a pleasant afternoon. A small group of Chapter
members met in Douglass Kansas, and after some coffee and a
warm up in the convenience store we headed out. Kelly Wardell
led us east from Douglass and with the late morning sun in our
face the morning chill was wearing off. After Kelly turned us
south towards Winfield we were facing a stiff breeze.

Craig’s 1931 VL Package Truck
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Maintenance on the Roadside

Craig Zabel was riding his 1931 VL package truck and
keeping pace behind me. But now into the wind, that big square
box on the side of the bike was working the Harley flathead
hard, and he was falling back. At a crossroad stop sign we
waited and Craig caught up after a minute or two. He waved
and we continued on. We passed Winfield Lake, then as we
rounded a couple bends in the road, Kelly and I looked back and
did not see Craig. We waited another 5 minutes before we
turned around and went back.
About 3 miles back we found Craig and Aaron Shely
pulled off in the grass at the drive way up to a farm house. As
he was digging through the package box, Craig told us he had
blown a head gasket. He brought out a bag of tools and other
miscellaneous parts before he finally dug out a new head gasket.
The farmer came by and asked if we needed anything. Craig
said he thought he had everything he needed.

A farmers front yard was a good place to change a head gasket
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Maintenance on the Roadside
We could have used a better selection of tools but with a
little team work we got things out of the way and Craig had the
rear cylinder head off in short order. He scraped off the old
gasket and it was back together with only one screw lost
somewhere in the grass but apparently it wasn’t needed.
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It took less than an hour and everyone was back on the road
and arrived in Winfield with time to spare. We were at the end of
the lineup with hundreds of other mostly modern big bikes.

Craig’s package truck Harley drew lots of attention. Shortly
thereafter the big group left on the ride to Ark City. We dropped
off the toys, talked with some friends, then left on the return ride
to Winfield. With the wind at our backs, Craig was 5-10 mph
faster and the Harley was running much easier. After a late lunch
at a favorite Mexican restaurant in Winfield, we all headed for
home. It was a nice ride and a good lesson in being prepared for
the unexpected
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Sunflower Christmas Party
On Friday December 4th the Sunflower Chapter held its annual
Christmas Party. This was the second year that the party was held at
the Candle Club. Chapter members gathered for dinner, drinks, and
fellowship. The Candle Club served a very good buffet dinner with
three entrees, salad, vegetable, and appetizers. The big screen video
display in the room was put to use with a slide show of Sunflower
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pictures from the past year’s events. The year’s events were
recounted, embellished, laughed at and generally enjoyed by all.
The evening concluded with the group gathered around the
Christmas tree for a picture.

8

Sunflower Christmas Party
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Sunflower Christmas Party
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The Sunflower Chapter Presents
The Annual Garage Tour
What will we find in the garage this year?

The Sunflower Chapter welcomes these
new members
Tim Bell

Chad Goings

Paul Belt

Aaron Shely
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The Sword Swallower
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

Bud Cox is an Honorary Member of the
AMCA, and he penned the “Old Sage”
articles for more than thirteen years,
with the first episode appearing in the
1994 Winter issue of the AMCA magazine. This “Old Sage” episode originally appeared in the 1999 Winter issue of
“The Antique Motorcycle”

In the late sixties, I had the honor of being elected president of
our local Horseless Carriage Club. This club recognizes antique
automobiles as well as antique motorcycles and several of the
members were active riders in those years. The year was filled with
the usual activities, and the final blast was our annual Christmas
Banquet. This was a "sit down" meal with entertainment afterward.
I personally attended to each and every one of the many details,
except for the entertainment. I asked my trusted pal, Jerry
Ottaway, if he would arrange that detail for me. He agreed to do
this. Jerry had a lifetime history of working in the amusement
business, and had no problem in obtaining the services of two
notable carnival performers.
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The Sword Swallower

As the wheel was spinning, he began
throwing knives at the girl.
The first act was a knife thrower who thrilled the audience
with many feats of skill. As a finale, the knife thrower tied a
lovely lass on a large wheel, and gave it a spin. As the wheel was
spinning, he began throwing knives at the girl. This was so
frightening that several of the older ladies in our group were just
about ready to pass out. They were moaning and groaning and
about ready to swoon by the time the act was over.
The next act was even more painful for the ladies. This act
featured a sword swallower who proceeded to give them
something to really scream about. Truthfully the man was very
good at what he did, but the ladies were getting more faint with
each sword he picked up. It was terrible, with all the women
fanning themselves with napkins, and making funny choking
sounds. His last act was to swallow the old dip stick from
an army jeep, and when he removed it and looked at it, and said
he was a quart low. We lost the women!
Needless to say, I never asked Jerry to provide any more
entertainment. Come to think of it, the club never asked me
to run for president again, either.
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New Year’s Day 2016
The annual get together of Sunflower members on New
Year’s Day has involved lots of tradition. The gathering in Buud
Redmond’s shop with the wood stove roasting all who stood to
close and an occasional opening of all the doors to clear the air,
were just a couple of the yearly trials. Buud standing over a
vintage cylinder head on the gas burner with a torch in hand was
always predictable. The benches full of donuts, cookies, chips,
dip, chili, soup, and assorted snacks, was always anticipated.
Many familiar faces showed up each year, some for only this
event.
At last year’s Finning Party, Buud announced he was
retiring his New Year’s Day torch. This year the party was held
at Roger Nelson’s shop which is a separate building at Roger’s
machine shop business. Many of the same faces arrived and
brought delicious eats. The table for food was overflowing by the
time everyone arrived. The brisket and deer sausage that Kelly
Modlin brought, was the crowd favorite.
Rogers shop had various projects scattered around. The
largest being a wrought iron railing that he is building for his
house. Many pieces of memorabilia and artifacts from the local
amusement park, Joyland Park, were scattered around on the walls
and shelving. Roger’s family was the most recent owners of the
now defunct Joyland Park, and many pieces park have been saved

The table filled up and flowed over on the floor
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Recognize those characters in the background? New members?
to preserve the history. There were several carnival style banners
on the walls by the artist George Bellis, who was famous for
banners he painted for the Ringling Brothers and Barnum &
Bailey Circus.
The only thing lacking this year was the cast iron weld
repairs. There were several capable welders in attendance but no
suitable cast iron projects. The group didn’t seem to mind and
spent the afternoon enjoying the good food and fellowship.

Artifacts from Joyland Park
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New Year’s Day 2016

The food table drew a crowd

Roger, Bob, and Kevin studying an artifact?
21

Buud was all fired up, but nothing to work on.

Jerry entertaining the ladies
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS

There are several options for registering for Roam on the Range.
The form is included in this issue, fill it out and and mail it in.
On our web site www.sunfloweramca.org there is a link where
you can register on line. There is also a link for Hotel
reservations on line.
23

COMMERCIAL ADS

Custom metal fabricator, TIG welding, Custom Paint
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COMMERCIAL ADS

******************************
Note, if you don’t receive regular email announcements, we don’t have your current
email address. To update send it to
jwellemeyer@cox.net.
25

SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 27th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
February 24th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
March 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
April 2nd ~ Sunflower Annual Garage Tour, Meet at Emilia’s restaurant, 784 N West St, Wichita, KS 67203. Depart at 8:30.
April 27th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
May 25th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2016 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 1-3

Phoenix Road Runner Road Run, Kanab, UT

Sept 6-8

Roosevelt National Road Run, Detroit Lakes, MN

Sept 25-28

Blue Ridge National Road Run, Asheville, NC

Oct 3-5

Sunflower National Road Run, Junction City, KS

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 26-27
Omaha Chapter
Mar 4-5
Sunshine Chapter
Apr 22-23
Perkiomen Chapter
May 20-22
Southern National
May 27-29
AMCA Lucas Oil Classic
May 27-29
European Chapter
June 10-12
Viking Chapter
June 17-18
Fort Sutter Chapter
July 1-2
Rhinebeck National
July 15-17
Wauseon Meet
Aug 5-7
Yankee Chapter
Sept 30-Oct 1 Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Denton, NC
Birmingham,AL
Raalte, Netherlands
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Rhinebeck, NY
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Jefferson, PA

