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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This year is winding down and it has been a busy one for me. I
was able to make it to four national events this year. Just a couple of
weeks ago we returned from a four week trip to the west coast, which
included the Yerba Buena Chapter’s road run at Yosemite. That was
some great riding. Our chapter had its 25th annual fall ride in the Flint
Hills just a week before that trip. In August there was a trip to
Wisconsin for the Badger Chapter Road Run. July and August were
spent shopping for a new motor home with trips to Indiana and Ohio.
It now has almost 10,000 miles on it. While in Ohio I made it to the
Wauseon swap meet. Before that there were a couple of trips to Texas
for family, a trip to Colorado to pick up a 48 Chief and a trip to the
Fremont Meet.
What happened to that retirement of leisure I had planned? I
am almost done with fall outdoor projects and soon plan to make use
of that new shop space in my garage, the Chief has been patiently
waiting on the lift for a while now.
The end of the year also brings around annual chapter
activities. Check in this issue for the details of the Christmas party and
the New Year’s Day finning party. Also in this issue, you will find
your membership renewal form. Please take time, now, to fill it out
completely and return it with your check. I plan to update and publish
the club membership roster, and we have many incorrect or missing
phone numbers and emails in our records.
See you on the road, Jim Wellemeyer
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The 25th Fall Flint Hills Ride
The Kansas Flint Hills in early September can be hot, dry,
and dusty. Or like this year, after a summer with good rains, the
prairie can be lush and green. One thing I enjoy every year is the
drive from Wichita to Council Grove or this year Wamego. It was
obvious by looking at the fields of fall crops and the tall grass
prairie, that this year had been a good year for the farmers and the
cattlemen.
This year the annual Flint Hills gathering of Sunflower
members took place in Wamego Kansas at the Wamego Inn and
Suites. Saturday September 12th started with clear skies but with
threatening clouds and showers just a few miles west of Wamego.

Unusual for one of our rides, not one Indian in the group.
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There was breakfast in the lobby of the hotel, but Kelly Modlin,
Jerry Ottaway and I found our way to the Friendship House for
eggs cooked to order and breakfast sides. Several of the Santa Fe
Chapter members had arrived to join us for the ride by the time we
got back. This made for a total of 15 bikes and after some photos
we headed east of Wamego.
Bob Christian was road captain and had laid out a route
which started out with familiar roads that took us up past the
Jeffery Energy Center and on to Onaga. We stopped there for a
coffee break. We swapped a few stories and talked to a couple of
locals who were admiring our rides. As we left Onaga heading
west I was bringing up the rear of the group. I rounded a curve
and headed up a hill and my trusty CB500 started losing power
like it was running out of gas, and the group ahead of me
disappeared over the hill. I coasted to a stop and checked the tank
which I knew had plenty of gas. I looked at the clear fuel filter
and it was empty. I got the tools out and took the petcock bowl
off, it had fuel in it. The fuel screen had a lot of crap in it but

Coffee break in Onaga
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The 25th Fall Flint Hills Ride
didn’t look like it was blocked completely. I put it back together
without the screen and had plenty of gas coming out the line to the
filter. Jerry Semler had circled back to find me while I was
working on the Honda and when I tried starting again, it fired
right up. We headed off to catch up with the group. I never did
understand exactly what happened but I blamed it on parking too
close to Kelly Modlins Nimbus, which had a similar loss of power
earlier in the ride.
At our lunch stop in Westmoreland, the skies looked more
threatening as the clouds to the west had moved in on us. When
we came out of the South Forty Café there were a few sprinkles
falling. Everyone gassed up a couple of blocks up the road and by
the time we left the pumps, the weather was looking better. From
there we headed towards Tuttle Creek Reservoir on a route that
everyone enjoyed and commented that we had not ridden before.
A stop at the dam overlook provided a photo op, and after a short
break went on towards Wamego.
About 20 miles later Wayne Steiner’s Vincent suffered a
loss of power and came to a stop. Several of us were offering
assistance and determined first that it had very weak or no spark,
then noted that the headlight barely glowed. Looked like a case of
voltage regulator failure and an almost dead battery. We were
about 30 minutes away from Wamego so I rode on to the hotel got
my truck and trailer and went back to pick up Wayne and the
Vincent. We followed the remaining bikes back to Wamego.
After the Santa Fe Chapter guys loaded up we retired to the now
sunny poolside and enjoyed some refreshments and a recap of the
day. Too cold for a dip but the sun felt good. We wrapped up a
great day with a short drive over to Manhattan for supper.
Thanks to Bob Christian for putting together a great day,
and we always enjoy having the Santa Fe chapter join us in the
Flint Hills.
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Don and Ron Dodge check the map with Road Captain Bob Christian
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The 25th Fall Flint Hills Ride

A good place for a break overlooking Tuttle Creek Reservoir

Jerry and Kelly looking over the Nimbus
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Wayne’s Vincent decided it was time for another break.

Relaxing pool side after the ride
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Wisconsin Badger Derby
The Wisconsin Badger Derby Road Run was held at
Elkhart Lake Wisconsin, August 27 - 29. Eleven members of the
Sunflower Chapter made the trip, Jerry Ottaway, Buud Redmond,
Larry Burke, Kelly Modlin, Bill Page, Jeff and Cindy Roth, Kelly
Wardell, Ellen Hittle, Jim and Robbie Wellemeyer. The Osthoff
Resort hosted the event, the accommodations were first class.
There was a large turnout for the road run, with over 150
riders registered. After the riders meeting, a “pub crawl” had been
organized in the nearby downtown. Several restaurant/pubs were
within walking distance of the hotel. You were supposed to make it
to all the pubs and get your card stamped. Robbie and I made it to 3
of the 4, but couldn’t find the fourth. There were several who
couldn’t find it, apparently it was closed that night. We had a good
dinner and drinks.
The first days ride wandered around the wooded roads and
farm lands of Wisconsin, then turned south to Milwaukee. Seemed
like we made a turn left or right every ½ mile before finally arriving
at the Harley-Davidson Museum. A lunch buffet was setup for the

Check in at the Osthoff Resort
9

The antique bikes arrive at H-D

Lunch is on the way
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Street ________________________________________ CHAPTER # _________

Name _______________________________________ AMCA # _____________

We greatly appreciate your prompt renewal

Your membership card for 2016 will be mailed with the first issue of the Sunflower
Chapter Newsletter following your renewal for 2016, or you can pick up your card at the
first Monthly Meeting after your renewal is received.

Be sure to include your AMCA National Membership Number!

Please provide all information requested, except Chapter Number
Chapter Numbers are assigned by the Club Secretary

Antique Motorcycle Club of America

of the

Sunflower Chapter

in the

Membership Renewal for 2016
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Check Amount _______________________

Check Number _______________________

Application Recvd. On _________________

Sunflower Chapter membership dues are $20.00 per year, based on the calendar
year of January 1 through December 31. Please make your check or money order
payable to Sunflower Chapter AMCA and send to: Kelly Wardell
157 SW 200th Street
For Sunflower Secretary’s Use Only
Douglass, KS 67039

Fax # ___________________________________

Cell Phone # _____________________________

Home Phone # ___________________________

Spouse Name ____________________________

City ________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________

Wisconsin Badger Derby
big crowd. Speakers from the Harley-Davison families gave a
presentation that highlighted the history of the company. After
lunch the museum was open for us. The museum has a huge
collection of H-D bikes, wonderful displays, exhibits, and
memorabilia. The road run guests were allowed to take the
Archives tour. This area of the museum has huge collection of
bikes stored on palletized shelving. The shelving is automated so
they can access any bike. In addition to the bikes there is a
massive collection of documents, drawings, and original
advertisements. If you are ever in Milwaukee, this place is a
must see. The ride back to the hotel was more direct and less
scenic. We passed a hotel where NASCAR drivers and crews
were staying. All their big semi rigs were parked out front.
There was big NASCAR event going on that week. As we
continued down the highway, we noticed groups of people
gathered at different businesses and at some intersections. We
would go by and they would wave at us, so we started waving
back, and honking. I thought it was awfully nice that the road run
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committee had arranged for the locals to greet us after the days
ride. I later found out that the NASCAR guys were scheduled to
parade their big rigs down the highway to the race track and all
the people were waiting for the parade to begin.
The second days ride took us through more lush green
Wisconsin countryside and farm land on the way to Doc’s HarleyDavidson store. First sight of this place tells you it’s a different
kind of dealership. The General Lee 1969 Dodge Charger flying
off the roof and being followed by Sheriff Rosco’s police car, sets
the tone for this stop. Out back there is a Ferris wheel, reptile
exhibits, and various pieces of eclectic iron sculptures. Green Bay
and the Packers Stadium was the next scheduled stop. The
forecast was for rain to start anytime and by the looks of radar it
was coming our way. Or group decided to take the shortest way
back and try to avoid getting wet. Everyone made it back without
getting soaked, only a few sprinkles as we arrived at the hotel.
Well everybody but Larry Burke. He had left me a message that
he was broke down, with his old nemesis, a split seam in his gas
tank. The trouble truck was on the way.
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Wisconsin Badger Derby
With showers overnight, day 3 started off damp and cool.
The route would be abbreviated and direct to Manitowoc for a
visit to the Wisconsin Maritime Museum. At the museum there
was a tour inside a WWII submarine that was built in Manitowoc.
It was very cool, they even started one of the engines while we
were on board. Lunch was setup on the roof deck with a great
view of the harbor and downtown. The skies had cleared during
lunch and after a short stroll through the museum we were ready
to ride. During the ride back along the Lake Michigan shore, the
fog moved in and cooled the ride back to the hotel.
The road run wrapped up with the usual banquet, awards,
and recognitions. The Badger Derby was very well organized
with great accommodations, and the Harley-Davidson Museum
and Maritime Museum were great stops. Thanks to all who
worked hard to put it on.

Jerry, Buud, and Kelly talking with Katarina and Bjorn
Synnergren from Sweden.
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Boarding the submarine for the tour
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Please join me in welcoming the
following new members.
Jon Neuma
Jerod Swartz
Bruce Barbour
Gary Dreiling
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
1951 Hydra-Glide $22.000
Peoples Choice at AMCA Show 2012
1967 Electra-Glide $17,000
Favorite Pick at Starbird-Devlin Car Show 2015
For more info, or to see e-mail cmcadam@cox.net or text
316-204-4073
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******************************
WANTED: Steib TR500 side car for my BMW R60.
Contact Newell Wright, 850-585-5718,
nowbbjr@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL ADS
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 29th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
August 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
September 12th ~ Sunflower Chapter 25th Annual Flint Hills Ride.
Wamego KS. See ad on page 16.
September 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
October 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM). (Election of Board of Directors.)
November 25th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
December 4th ~ Christmas Party @ Candle Club, Friday Dec 4, 6 pm.
No December monthly meeting.
January 1st ~ New Years Day Finning Party. See Ad for details

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
22

AMCA 2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 14-17

Yankee Chapter, Keene, NH

August 27-29

Badger Heritage Chapter, Wisconsin

Sept 7-10

Black Hills Chapter, Sturgis, SD

Sept 21-23

Yerba Buena Chapter, Yosemite, CA

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 27-28
Mar 6-7
Apr 24-25
May 8-10
May 15-17
June 12-13
June 12-14
June 19-20
July 17-19
July 31-Aug 1
Oct 2-3

Omaha Chapter
Sunshine Chapter
Perkioman Chapter
European Chapter
Southern National
Rhinebeck National
Viking Chapter
Fort Sutter Chapter
Wauseon Meet
Yankee Chapter
Chesapeake Chapter
23

Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Raalte, Netherlands
Denton, NC
Rhinebeck, NY
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Jefferson, PA

