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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Finally the long cold winter has turned into spring, now there are
more projects to do than we can keep track of. Retirement has been an
easy transition for me so far. I have been busy with some travel, two
trips to neighboring Chapter events, the Santa Fe Chapter swap meet
and bike show, and the Omaha Chapter National Meet. Then two trips
to Texas for family business, the wedding of my sister’s daughter,
which my wife acted as wedding coordinator and florist. Sandwiched
in there somewhere was a trip to Colorado to visit my son and, o-yeah
I purchased my first American made motorcycle, 1948 Indian Chief.
More will follow on this in future.
This is my first attempt at publishing the newsletter, so if this
shows up in your mailbox you will know I was successful. We have
someone interested in working on the newsletter but I wanted to get
one issue published so I would be able to mentor a new editor. If any
of you have a funny motorcycle story or an interesting adventure,
maybe something technical about a project, please feel free to share it.
You can write it and mail it to me, send it to me in a long email, or jot
it down on a piece of toilet paper and bring it to a meeting, (what else
do you have to do while you’re in there?)
Our proposal for a Sunflower National Road Run has been
accepted. The date will be October 3rd, 4th, and 5th 2016. I will be
looking for lots of help to plan and coordinate this event.
Check the Club Calendar there are a couple of items to make note
of. When I was at the Omaha Swap Meet and Show, their president
Scott Swaney, told me they were planning a Chapter ride that will be
based at Council Grove. Scott invited the Sunflower Chapter to come
along. It will be great to ride the Flint Hills with them. I mentioned in
the last issue a possibility of moving our 25th annual Flint Hills Ride to
May. It now makes more sense to hold it in the traditional month of
September, check the date on the calendar. So this event had been
going on for many years prior to my joining the club. How about one
of you early day Road Captains stepping forward to lead us on a
ride into the past. Let me know if you can help out planning this
years ride.
See you on the road, Jim Wellemeyer
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Garage Tour 2015
The annual Sunflower Garage Tour occurred on March 7,
which was a few weeks earlier than usual. I was beginning to get
concerned about the early date when a couple of inches of snow
fell the weekend before. Fortunately that was followed by a
midweek warm up and Saturday was very nice.
The day started at Ed Blockers house and shop with coffee,
donuts, and other pastries. Guitar music from Ron Malcom
provided nice addition. Ed had a fine collection of vintage
foreign bikes displayed, including Moto Guzzi, BSA, Triumph,
Suzuki, Yamaha, Rickman, Benelli, Cotton and others. I visited
Ed’s place just a month before, and most people could not realize
how much work Ed put in to get everything ready. Ed had just
recently purchased the property and was still getting moved in, but
in just a few short weeks had the place looking great. The large
crowd included Sunflower members, some folks from the Santa Fe
Chapter, and many friends of Ed’s. Travelers from Wisconsin
came to see Ed’s 1928 Cotton motorcycle, a deal was closed and
the Cotton went home with them.

Ed Blocker putting the final touches few of his bikes
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The next stop on the tour was Mike Bahnmaiers shop.
Mike had a unique blend of motorcycles, from the high tech
fastest two wheeled machines, to the old and slow antiques. Mike
races fuel drag bikes and he had a stable full of the fire breathing
animals, all in various stages of preparation for the upcoming race
season. Everything about these bikes is massive, overall length,
the huge twin cylinders, the huge rear drag slick, but everything is
also about getting maximum horsepower to the ground and speed
down the track. In stark contrast to the dragsters were two petite
vintage classics. A 1916 Indian was in the middle of a restoration
and a 1913 Jefferson on display was and excellent example of an
original paint restoration.
After a lunch stop at The Monterey Mexican Grill we
stopped at Terry Sawyers shop. The shop and all the bikes were
looking good in the bright afternoon sun. Indians looked ready
for a ride and the chrome on the seventies Hondas was gleaming
in the sun. Beside his bikes there was a Ford Ranchero in the
process of getting freshened up and a vintage McCormick Deering
tractor. Jerry Ottaway tried the tractor on for size, but couldn’t
find the kick starter. Jerry looked right at home behind the wheel
of the rusty old machine.
There was a great deal of variety in this year’s Garage
Tour. The crowd however was full of familiar faces of the
Sunflower members enjoying the early March day.
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Garage Tour 2015

Old Sunflower friends gather again. Lets go inside and get some
coffee. Jerry, Larry, Ellen, Fred and Cathy, and Kelly
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Ed Blockers very nice collection, with a rare 1928 Cotton.
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Garage Tour 2015
At Mike Bahnmaier’s shop, a display of awesome power.

There was old iron too. Jeff prefers the vintage.
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A beautiful afternoon at Terry Sawyer’s place.

Nice Ranchero in work.
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Garage Tour 2015

Looks like Mike is getting ganged up on by the ladies.

A little of everything at Terry’s place, including a small pile of
snow from the previous weekend, (seen thru front wheel spokes)
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Jerry, that’s a brake pedal, not the kick starter.

I prefer steam power over these modern gas tractors.
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THE FURNACE EVENT
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

Bud Cox is an Honorary Member of the
AMCA, and he penned the “Old Sage”
articles for more than thirteen years,
with the first episode appearing in the
1994 Winter issue of the AMCA magazine. This “Old Sage” episode originally appeared in the 1999 Spring issue of
“The Antique Motorcycle”

When my youngest son was in his early teens, he was
already a skilled rider. In fact, he had made a small circular
racetrack in a field behind our house simply by riding on it. All
this riding was done on a small lightweight foreign machine that
was about 160cc. For his 15th birthday present he requested a
Harley-Davidson chopper. You must remember this was in the
“old” days, the way it “once was!” That spring we picked up a
1938 Harley, 45 c.i., and proceeded to “chop.” After doing all the
usual things, which included the smuggler seat, coffin tank, ape
hangers, ect., we were ready for the testing.
The weather was terrible, with snow and ice covering all the
streets. The wind was howling like crazy and it was cold. My
father would have said, “Twarn’t fit for man nor beast!” Several
friends who had been following the progress managed to get there,
so they could see the maiden voyage. The furnace in our workshop
garage was running steadily, trying vainly to keep up with the
thermostat. The driveway outside the overhead door had been
cleared of snow and ice, so this plan evolved. We would start the
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THE FURNACE EVENT
engine then roll the machine backward out into the driveway as
far as possible, then ride into the workshop and stop.
I made the first couple of rides, making sure the brakes
were all right, and the clutch was releasing okay. Then son Stan
got on the machine. After rehearsing the “suicide clutch,” hand
shift, and foot brake, he rolled out into the cold. The engine
roared as it revved to high rpm, the back tire let out a loud squeal,
and Stan was almost airborne as he entered the building. He
immediately applied full panic brakes, and while the rear was
making a black skid mark on the floor, the front wheel penetrated
the furnace! The wheel entered right into the intake air box of the
furnace, engaging the filter and crumpling it into a big wad. This
caused the filter to release a big bunch of dust into the furnace
which promptly blew it right into the crowd of spectators.
There was no damage to Stan or the Harley, but the
furnace never fully recovered. You can imagine how
embarrassed Stan was, but it was even worse when the crowd
started whistling, and cheering and calling for an encore! He was
really red.

Happy Birthday
As you can see in the above article, Bud’s passion for antique
motorcycles extended to his family. Bud Cox will be celebrating
his 91st birthday on June 27th. His family has suggested sending
birthday wishes by traditional greeting cards or a simple note. Bud
would enjoy hearing from all his old motorcycle friends, so send
your birthday greetings to:
The Oxford Grand
Ernest (Bud) Cox, room 311a
3051 N. Parkdale Circle
Wichita, KS 67205
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Fremont 36th Annual Meet
Where can you find AMCA members on the coldest day in
February? Well, Sunflower members like Jeff Roth, Terry Sawyer,
Larry Burke, Kelly Wardell and Ellen Hittle, gathered at Freemont
Nebraska for the Omaha Chapter Swap Meet and Bike show. The
36th edition of the Lincoln Highway National lived up to its
reputation for great show bikes, parts swapping, antique enthusiasts
and winter weather. The meet has been notorious for challenging
members with winter weather, sometimes there was too much snow
to either get there or get back home. This year the weather was
relatively tame with a few light snow flurries and zero degree temps.
This was my first time attending the meet, and it was like
attending a reunion of friends and family. It was obvious that this
was a crowd that had attended many of the past meets. There was a
wide variety of bikes entered in the show. They ranged from daily
riders to gorgeous museum quality restorations. In the latter class
was a 1907 Wagner motorcycle, presented by Howard Wagner. The
bike has been painstakingly restored, no detail was missed. Every
nut bolt and plated washer was assembled with precision and
correctness. One of the highlights of the meet was when one of
Howard’s friends climbed on the Wagner, pedaled furiously, and
with Howard at the controls the old single cylinder sputtered to life
and settled into an even idle.
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Looks like Larry made a deal.
The well attended event included a sold out banquet on Friday
night with a very good buffet dinner. A message by AMCA
president Richard Spagnolli preceded a presentation by Gene
Harper from the Rocky Mountain Chapter who covered the
history of the Henderson Motorcycle Company. It was a great
presentation covering the history and relationship of Excelsior,
Henderson, and Schwinn with great pictures and documentation
of the factory in Chicago.
I enjoyed the meet and plan to make this a regular winter trip.
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED
For my 1948 Chief project. Front brake lever and cable, speedometer and cable, instrument panel, muffler, headlight ring and 6
volt lamp, luggage rack, saddlebags. Any spare Chief parts you
want to get rid of.
Jim Wellemeyer 316-461-1778

******************************
WANTED
Single point circuit breaker for panhead, 59-61 speedo, 2 piece
handle bars with internal
throttle and spark,linkert m74b manifold,carb and air cleaner
Call Kelly Wardell (316) 747-3244.

******************************
Note, if you don’t receive regular email announcements, we don’t have your current
email address. To update send it to
jwellemeyer@cox.net.
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 22nd ~ Towanda Community Bike night. 6-10 pm, (fourth Friday). Leave from McDonalds in Augusta at 6 pm, or meet in Towanda.
Rain date will be June.
May 27th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
June 6th ~ Omaha Chapter Ride at Council Grove.
June 20th ~ Augusta Brick Street Festival, and Bike Show.
June 24th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
July 29th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
August 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
September 12th ~ Sunflower Chapter 25th Annual Flint Hills Ride.
Wamego KS.
September 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
December 4th ~ Christmas Party @ Candle Club, Friday Dec 4, 6 pm.

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 14-17

Yankee Chapter, Keene, NH

August 27-29

Badger Heritage Chapter, Wisconsin

Sept 7-10

Black Hills Chapter, Sturgis, SD

Sept 21-23

Yerba Buena Chapter, Yosemite, CA

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 27-28
Mar 6-7
Apr 24-25
May 8-10
May 15-17
June 12-13
June 12-14
June 19-20
July 17-19
July 31-Aug 1
Oct 2-3

Omaha Chapter
Sunshine Chapter
Perkioman Chapter
European Chapter
Southern National
Rhinebeck National
Viking Chapter
Fort Sutter Chapter
Wauseon Meet
Yankee Chapter
Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Raalte, Netherlands
Denton, NC
Rhinebeck, NY
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Jefferson, PA

