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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The summer is passing fast. By the time you receive this, the
August heat will be bearing down on us. If you are riding in the
heat you need to make sure you are prepared. Not just your bike,
riding a motorcycle is a physical activity. You are exposed to the
elements, which saps energy from you. Just the mere fact that you
are being buffeted by wind uses up energy. Make sure you keep
hydrated with frequent stops and lots of water. Keep exposed skin
protected with sun block or clothing. A long sleeve light colored
shirt is cooler than short sleeves and having your arms soak up the
sun.
As we age, our bodies start to let us down. So knowing that
the typical antique owner leans toward the older side of the
calendar, what other issues do we have to deal with that aren't a
problem for younger riders? Bringing an antique bike to a safe stop
at a stoplight, then holding it there with one foot on the ground and
the other on the clutch takes some strength and balance. Are your
knees and hips up to the task? I know I have one knee that is
starting to complain. Living with limitations is a fact that comes
along with aging, and as motorcycle riders, we have to balance the
risk that comes with those limitations with the desire to ride. Make
sure you are riding safe.
Less than 2 months until the Sunflower Roam on the
Range. Sounds like a lot of time, but it will be here before you
know it. Our chapter is showing strong support and if you have
made reservations for the event, I thank you. Here are the dates to
remember. The event is October 3, 4, and 5. Check in will be
Sunday afternoon October 2nd. Hotel reservations must be made by
September 3rd to get the event rate of $87. Again in this issue you
will find a registration form and more info about the Road Run.
Remember that our web site www.sunfloweramca.org has links for
registration and hotel reservations.
This is the last newsletter reminder before the Road Run. I
look forward to seeing many of you in Junction City.
See you on the road, Jim Wellemeyer
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
The Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, and Bryce Canyon
National Park, these national treasures are just a short distance
away from Kanab Utah. So what better place to hold a National
Road Run? And that’s just what the Phoenix Road Runner
Chapter organized. June 1st through 3rd in Kanab Utah
approximately 180 AMCA riders gathered to ride some of the
finest scenic National Parks in the southwest.
Sunflower members Jeff and Cyndi Roth, Kelly Wardell and
Ellen Hittle, and Jim and Robbie Wellemeyer, started thinking
early in the year that this was a Road Run they didn’t want to miss.
Plans were made and we all showed up in Kanab which is about 2
minutes walking, for a road runner, north of the Arizona state line.
Spring weather in the west had been pleasant but the forecast
was for a warming trend through the week. On Wednesday, after a

Each morning the riders filled the parking lot for a
short meeting.
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
brief morning riders meeting, we left Kanab and were headed to
the north rim of the Grand Canyon. I was glad I had worn my
jacket, as we slowly climbed from mild temps at the Kanab
elevation. The north rim is at 8000 feet and the ride through the
forest was much cooler. Our small group arrived early at the
park entrance and endured only a small wait to pay our fees.
However, a little later the line backed up as more than a 100
riders showed up. A little further down the highway, signs
warned of road work and we passed a striping crew making
preparations for the new stripes. The groups delayed at the
entrance gate encountered more delays as the striping was in
progress when they passed by.
Kelly, Ellen, Jeff, and Cyndi, at the entrance to The Grand
Canyon. Payment was by credit card only!??
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run

One Ranger at the Grand Canyon Entrance was not enough
to keep up. Then the striping crew slowed down some riders.

Photos by Robbie Wellemeyer
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At the Grand Canyon North Rim Visitors Center the typical summer
vacation visitor throng was present. Close parking was limited but
we squeezed in a space that looked just right for motorcycles.

A half mile walk to the main view point sounded like the best way to
see the canyon. The trail was not too strenuous but there were places
that the edge of the trail was adjacent to a sheer drop off into a
canyon below. At some point Jeff Roth decided he would look for a
vantage point with a less perilous trail.
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
At the view point, the panoramic view of the Grand Canyon
was incredible. A couple of us sought a higher vantage point. We
took a different trail back which led to a view point just below the
Canyon Lodge with another incredible overlook.

How’s the view up there Kelly?
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
As we left the lodge
I was hearing about
a park ranger citing
some motorcycles
that were parked
illegally. Kelly
Wardell and I made
our way back to the
parking lot where
the ranger was
looking for the
owners of a number
bikes that were not
park in marked
spaces. He was
being very
reasonable and
asking the offenders
to move them.
Kelly and I moved
our bikes and
several others that
we knew.
Talking to the ranger we found out that tickets for these violations
started at $250. The only tickets he wrote were for a couple of bikes
that were parked in or blocking access to handicap spaces. He told us
those tickets required a mandatory Federal Court appearance. We
never found out who those offenders were.
After some lunch we got rounded up and ready to start back.
When Jeff tried to start his Chief, he found that he had a dead battery.
Bob Mollohan who was riding with us, said he had a solution for that.
From his saddle bag he pulled out a 6 volt lantern battery and a pair
of jumpers. He said all Jeff had to do was disconnect the positive
wire on the coil and connect a jumper to the positive terminal on the
battery then ground the battery and presto the motor will be satisfied.
We were on our way in no time.
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run

We made stop at Point Imperial, another impressive overlook
and imposed on a passing tourist to take a our group picture. A stop
for Buffalo crossing the road, and then a stop at for gas before the
last leg back into Kanab.
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
I was trailing the group and just cruising along when my 75
Gold Wing just shifted into neutral. I thought I must have
inadvertently kicked the gear shift, but I hit the gear shift to find
another gear but nothing. I coasted to a stop, trying to make to the
top of a hill, but came up short as the rest of the group disappeared
over the hill. On the edge of the highway I tried to figure out what
was going on. I could shift the transmission and feel it going
through all the gears but nothing was getting to the rear wheel. I
shut of the motor and got off, looked around and decided I had to
move. I was on an uphill curve with absolutely zero shoulder. The
top of the hill was only about 50 yards away so I pushed up there
and where I found a wide grassy flat shoulder. I dug out the days
map and found the trouble truck phone number, fortunately I had
just enough cell signal to make a call. I left a message of where I
was broke down, and less than 30 minutes later the truck arrived.
The afternoon sun was starting to beat down and by the time we
had the bike loaded, the truck AC and a cold bottle of water was
appreciated.
When we got back to town the only other bike on the trailer
was a BMW. I noted that both these bikes are shaft drive and
known to be extremely reliable, but you never know when it’s your
turn to get towed in.

Kelly taking in the beauty below the Canyon Inn
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
Thursdays ride was to Zion National Park. I didn’t take a
second bike to the event, because the second position on my trailer
was going to be filled up on the way back. One of the Evergreen
Chapter members was bringing a Indian 4 frame to the meet and I
was giving it a ride to Wichita. So Robbie and I got in the motor
home and took our own tour of Zion.
We went in the west
entrance and drove as far as the big tunnel before turning around.
We got some nice pictures. After we left Zion we took a side trip
to the Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park. It is a very unusual
natural feature. Huge pink sand dunes created by the wind
blowing through the nearby sand stone mountains. It’s a fourwheelers paradise.

Robbie and I pulled over in Zion for a couple of pictures.
On Friday the Road Run would tour Bryce Canyon
National Park. Jeff Roth had gotten a new battery for his Chief
and he and Cyndi would ride it. He offered his Norton Commando
to me for the day and I gladly accepted. It was about 1½ hour ride
to the entrance of the park. Bryce Canyon scenery and rock
formations are very different from Zion and Grand Canyon.
(Continued on page 16)
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Sunflower Roam on the
Range
Registration Form
Remove this page and mail it in.
Or
A much easier way to register can be found on our
web page, www.sunfloweramca.org . The Road
Run page has a link where you can fill out the
registration and have it charged to your credit
card.
There is also a link that will take you to the Marriott
reservation page for our group rate at the Marriott
Courtyard. (Valid until Sept 3rd)
Special notice to any spouses or guests who
are non-riders:
Day trips and activities are being planned for you.
So instead of sitting around the hotel waiting for
the group to return, contact Robbie Wellemeyer at
316-942-0160 or lavpetals@gmail.com . Some
activities require advance reservation so contact
her soon.
Finalize all your plans to attend now.
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Phoenix Chapter Road Run
(Continued from page 11)
Bryce is known for the “Hoodoos” which are pillar
shaped rock formations that have been left standing by the forces
of erosion. Hoodoos can be found all over the world but Bryce
has the largest collection. Our first stop was at Inspiration Point,
we had to loop through the full parking lot before we found
someone backing out. We weren’t going to test our luck with
illegal parking again. The first impression at this view point hits
you as how did that happen? After absorbing this enormous
display of unique geology we road to the far end of the park,
Rainbow Point, which was the location for lunch. After lunch we
checked out a couple more views of the canyon and made our way
out of the park and back to Kanab.

Jeff assists another tourist by taking their picture
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Garage Tour 2016

Some of the best views were at the end of a trail.

There was a long line at the cash bar. The patient folks at
these tables are still waiting for the server.
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Garage Tour 2016

Jeff, I don’t think that's the right color ticket.
Back in Kanab I was glad to sit back with a cold one,
because the warming trend of the week was now in full swing and
the cooler temps in Bryce had turned into afternoon 90’s.
The wrap up banquet was held at Little Hollywood, a
restaurant, gift shop, and museum for old Hollywood western
movie sets. There was a buffet dinner and what Utah considers a
cash bar. Serving liquor by the drink in Utah is an experience of
patience. At the cash register you order and pay for your drink and
you receive a card that represents the drink you ordered. You then
sit down and wait. Eventually a server comes around with a drink
and he is looking for a card that matches the drink. Well this thirsty
crowd could drink them a lot faster than they could serve them. I
think most everyone who wanted a drink got one, a few lucky folks
got more than one. It was an entertaining evening to end a great
Road Run.
Thanks to Ed Houser and all the Phoenix Chapter for
showing us the spectacular sights.
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The Story of the XA
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

Bud Cox is an Honorary Member of the
AMCA, and he penned the “Old Sage”
articles for more than thirteen years,
with the first episode appearing in the
1994 Winter issue of the AMCA magazine. This “Old Sage” episode originally appeared in the 2000 Spring issue of
“The Antique Motorcycle”

ome of our group used to go a few counties to the west
and visit a farmhouse. The purpose was to attempt
buying a 1912 Harley that was resting comfortably in
the barn. I had been there many times and was always
unsuccessful. I was so engrossed in "What story could I relate to
help the sale" that I never noticed a machine laying in the ditch at
the edge of the long driveway. This time I noticed the
rear wheel sticking out of the weeds and stopped to investigate. I
ended the day in perfect style by taking the motorcycle home with
me.
It was a XA Harley, shaft drive, complete with all
the military stuff. One thing was missing, this being the front fork
and everything that is associated with the front fork. The
motorcycle had been involved in a violent confrontation of
some kind, which called for the removal of the fork remains. Also
the right side cylinder was broken off at the base and was left
hanging on a very bent connecting rod. The neighboring parts also

S
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The Story of the XA
showed definite signs of physical abuse. I soon discovered that
without a front wheel, moving this chunk around was a formidable
chore, indeed. The fork was special in that it was a few inches
longer than the WLA. After searching diligently for a few
years, I decided that a fork was not available. I soon traded the
hulk to a fellow Kansan for more cycle stuff, and was happy
again.
In less than a year I happened to see the ashes to an XA
engine in a salvage yard. I tracked down the source, and found the
bones of an XA frame that was modified to accept a Briggs
engine. O Happy Day! The fork was complete and undamaged.
Of course I took the bones home with me and immediately started
trying to get the big piece back. After a couple of years and a lot
of loot I got the frame and engine back. The owner had not
touched it and it was still very good. A complete restoration
followed, being finished in time for my grandson to ride on the
first Omaha Chapter road run. This was a very cold ride through
the Loess Hills and on to the De Soto wildlife refuge.
My thoughts about the XA are that it is a good, steady runner,
quite smooth, and fairly strong at low speeds, but the top speed is
not very high, and gets a lot slower when I think about the tiny
crankpin!
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What’s it take to ruin a great ride?
Previously in this issue I wrote about the great trip we had
to Utah for the Phoenix Chapter Road Run. Near the end of the
first day my ride was shortened when my 1975 Gold Wing just
went into neutral. At least that’s the best description I have.
There were no warning noises or vibrations, just no power going
to the rear wheel. I could feel the transmission shift from gear to
gear. It was like something just disconnected. That night I posted
my problem on a Gold Wing blog hoping someone would have
and simple magic cure. I got a lot of good questions back, but
everyone wondered why no noises. It looked like it was going to
take some serious disassembly to get to the problem so I decided it
would be a project for when I got back home.
With the Gold Wing up on the lift I started in search of
something that must have failed. Maybe a key sheared or splines
had stripped. Hopefully not something in the transmission as that

With the snap ring off the end of the shaft, the coupler can slide
aft far enough to disengage the splines.
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The old snap ring on the left, new on the right.
would require engine removal. I started by removing the rear
wheel and final drive, no problem. But when I looked in the swing
arm at the coupler between the drive shaft and the final drive I saw
a snap ring laying loose inside. That was easy to find. I removed
the swing arm which is also the housing for the drive shaft. With
the drive shaft removed and a lot of grease cleaned out, I started to
put together the reason for the failure. Buried in some of the old
grease was a couple of small needle bearing rollers. The inside of
the swing arm adjacent to the u-joint, there were several deep
gouges in the housing. The drive shaft and u-joint assembly had
the looks of an aftermarket part. Looking at the snap ring it was
stretched out of shape.
So at some previous time the u-joint must have broken,
scattering needle bearings, and created the gouges. Whoever
replaced it put it back together using the old snap ring and possibly
never got it seated correctly. When the snap ring popped out of
place the coupler slid aft and disengaged the splines on the drive
shaft, and now you have neutral gear all the time. Fortunately there
was enough shoulder on the drive shaft so coupler stayed in
alignment and nothing was damaged. I went to the local Honda
shop and got 2 new snap rings, one at each end of the drive shaft.
While the rear wheel was off I had a new tire mounted. It was a
much simpler repair than I had anticipated.
So it takes an 85 cent snap ring to ruin an otherwise great
day. But it was really poor maintenance years ago that caused the
problem.
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS

The Coast to Coast Motorcycle Cannonball arrives in
Wichita Friday September 16th.
There is a special meet and greet opportunity for all
Sunflower Members at the Twisted Oz Museum in
Augusta Kansas.
Contact Jim Wellemeyer for details. 316-461-1778

******************************
Note, if you don’t receive regular email announcements, we don’t have your current
email address. To update send it to
jwellemeyer@cox.net.
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COMMERCIAL ADS

Custom metal fabricator, TIG welding, Custom Paint
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 31st ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
September 16th ~ Coast to Coast Cannonball Ride arrives in Wichita.
Meet and Greet at the Twisted Oz Museum, Augusta KS.
September 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
October 3-5th ~ Sunflower Chapter National Road Run. More
details in this issue
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
October 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
November 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
Friday December 2nd ~ Sunflower Chapter Christmas Party, at the
Candle Club.

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
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AMCA 2016 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 1-3

Phoenix Road Runner Road Run, Kanab, UT

Sept 6-8

Roosevelt National Road Run, Detroit Lakes, MN

Sept 25-28

Blue Ridge National Road Run, Asheville, NC

Oct 3-5

Sunflower National Road Run, Junction City, KS

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 26-27
Omaha Chapter
Mar 4-5
Sunshine Chapter
Apr 22-23
Perkiomen Chapter
May 20-22
Southern National
May 27-29
AMCA Lucas Oil Classic
May 27-29
European Chapter
June 10-12
Viking Chapter
June 17-18
Fort Sutter Chapter
July 1-2
Rhinebeck National
July 15-17
Wauseon Meet
Aug 5-7
Yankee Chapter
Sept 30-Oct 1 Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Denton, NC
Birmingham,AL
Raalte, Netherlands
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Rhinebeck, NY
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Jefferson, PA

