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SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Sunflower Chapter are held at 6:30 PM on the last
Wednesday of each month. The meeting site is Spears Restaurant at 4323
West Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to
Sunflower Chapter members, AMCA Chapters, AMCA Officers, Sunflower Sponsors, and Sunflower commercial advertisers.

SUNFLOWER CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Antique Motorcycle Club of America is required to be
eligible for membership in the Sunflower Chapter of the AMCA. Dues are
$20.00 per calendar year, and membership is open to any member of the
AMCA. Members of the Sunflower Chapter will receive four issues of the
club newsletter, and a membership card,

SUNFLOWER SPONSORS
Sponsors will receive four issues of the Sunflower Chapter Newsletter in
return for a $20.00 annual donation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The year marches on, now more than half over. We have been able
to get together for only one group ride due to rainy weekend weather.
The next couple of weeks may give us an opportunity for a ride.
I have been busy having a small addition built on the back of
our garage. This will give me enough room for a shop area with a
motorcycle lift. The contractor framed it up and I have been working
in the heat insulating, wiring, sheet rocking, and painting. It’s starting
to look like something. I can hardly wait to tear something down or
christen it with a leaking Chief.
Last week I went to the Wauseon National swap meet. The
drive up there was wet, raining almost the whole way. We didn’t
arrive until Friday afternoon, and it rained that night. When we arrived
at the fairgrounds I started look for a spot to park. I pulled into one of
the aisle and promptly planted Robbie’s Volvo in the mud. Those big
wide tires were useless in the wet soft grass and it sunk up to the front
rims as they spun. We had a couple of people try and push us, but it
was going anywhere. I was due at the Chapter Presidents meeting so
we just left it there. I didn’t get as much out of the meeting, as I kept
thinking the car. After the meeting we went back to the car. The sun
had dried out the grass and with the help of 4 guys I got back out on
the gravel. I finally found a spot of gravel to park on and we went
back in to the swap meet. I managed to find a couple of things for the
Chief so the day was salvaged.
The next couple of months offer some great opportunities for
National Road Runs. The Badger Chapter event takes place the end of
August in Elkhart Lake Wisconsin. A nice group of Sunflower
members are registered to go, should be fun. Then September 12th the
Sunflower Chapter holds its 25th annual Flint Hills ride, see details in
this issue. When I get back from that, we start packing up to go to
Yosemite National Park for the Yerba Buena National Road Run. The
scenery will be great and I have never been to Yosemite. I hope you
will be able to make one or more of these events.
See you on the road, Jim Wellemeyer
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In the Flint Hills with the Omaha Chapter

The Omaha Chapter came to Kansas for a tour of the Flint
Hills. When I was at the Fremont National Meet back in February,
Scott Swaney told me they were planning a ride in the Kansas
Flint Hills. He invited the Sunflower Chapter to ride along. So on
June 6th a nice group of AMCA riders met in Council Grove. The
rain soaked weekends of May had yielded to great weather for this
first weekend in June. There is no better way to start off a
Saturday morning ride, than with a great breakfast. The
Saddlerock Café serves all the usual great breakfast dishes and
features homemade breads and rolls.

Bellies full after a good breakfast.
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When breakfast was finished we had 26 bikes in the
parking lot. After a quick check of the map, Bob Alf declared
he was ready to ride. We all followed Bob out of town and then
down couple of the Sunflowers favorite highways. Highway 4,
east to highway 99, features hills, curves, and natural limestone
outcroppings. The limestone has been gathered out of many
fields and put to use in stone fences that are seen along the sides
of the road.
After a short break in Alma, we rode on towards
Wamego and then west for a stop just outside of Manhattan.
From there we picked up McDowell Creek road, winding our
way through farms with more stone structures like a huge barn.
We made our way back to Council Grove and arrived just
around noon. After lunch there would be time to check out the
local activities, like the rodeo and a parade in Strong City.
Thanks to Scott and the Omaha Chapter for planning the

It was good to see the Dodge brothers, Ron and Don, and their BSA’s
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In the Flint Hills with the Omaha Chapter

Fred thinks Robbie’s purse would go with his outfit too.
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In the Flint Hills with the Omaha Chapter

Photos by Robbie Wellemeyer
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Lower McDowell Creek Road

Relaxing after the ride
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Check Your Tires
What do the tires on your vintage motorcycle have in
common with the tires on the trailer you use to haul your bikes?
Well it’s unlikely that they will be taken off the road because they
are worn out. There are many of us who have had the displeasure
of a roadside tire change or repair. Whether on a trailer or
motorcycle it rarely happens in a convenient or safe location.
The tires on our old bikes typically don’t get a lot of miles
put on them and end up weather checked and cracked and even
though they have plenty of tread left, we shouldn’t trust them on
the road. So then you try and figure out how long ago you bought
them in an effort to convince yourself that they aren’t that bad. If
you want to find the age of a tire you can find its birthdate right on
the sidewall. The following information can be found on many tire
retail web sites, if you ever need to look it up. This information
came from the Tire Rack.

Determining the Age of a Tire
When it comes to determining the age of a tire, it is
easy to identify when a tire was manufactured by reading its
Tire Identification Number (often referred to as the tire's
serial number). Unlike vehicle identification numbers (VINs)
and the serial numbers used on many other consumer goods
(which identify one specific item), Tire Identification Numbers
are really batch codes that identify the week and year the tire
was produced.
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
requires that Tire Identification Numbers be a combination of
the letters DOT, followed by ten, eleven or twelve letters
and/or numbers that identify the manufacturing location, tire
size and manufacturer's code, along with the week and year
the tire was manufactured.
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Tires Manufactured Since 2000
Since 2000, the week and year the tire was produced has
been provided by the last four digits of the Tire
Identification Number with the 2 digits being used to identify
the week immediately preceding the 2 digits used to identify
the year.
Example of a tire manufactured since 2000 with the current
Tire Identification Number format:

In the example above:
DOT ENH8 PAD4210
DOT ENH8 PAD4210 Manufactured during the 42nd week
DOT ENH8 PAD4210 Manufactured during the year 2010
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While the entire Tire Identification Number is required
to be branded onto one sidewall of every tire, current
regulations also require that DOT and the first digits of the
Tire Identification Number must also be branded onto the
opposite sidewall. Therefore, it is possible to see a Tire
Identification Number that appears incomplete and requires
looking at the tire's other sidewall to find the entire Tire
Identification Number

The use of a partial Tire Identification Number on the
one sidewall (shown above) reduces the risk of injury to the
mold technician that would have to install the weekly date
code on the top sidewall portion of a hot tire mold.

Tires Manufactured Before 2000
The Tire Identification Number for tires produced prior
to 2000 was based on the assumption that tires would not be
in service for ten years. While they were required to provide
the same information as today's tires, the week and year the
tire was produced was contained in the last three digits. The
2 digits used to identify the week a tire was manufactured
immediately preceded a single digit used to identify the year.
Next example is of a tire manufactured before 2000 with the earlier
Tire Identification Number format:
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In the example above: DOT EJ8J DFM 408
DOT EJ8J DFM 408 Manufactured during the 40th week of
the year.
DOT EJ8J DFM 408 Manufactured during the 8th year of the
decade.
While the previous Tire Identification Number format
identified that a tire was built in the 8th year of a decade,
there was no universal identifier that confirmed which decade
(tires produced in the 1990s may have a small triangle
following the Tire Identification Number to identify the
decade).
And finally, hold on to your sales receipt. Most tire
manufacturer's warranties cover their tires for four years from
the date of purchase or five years from the week the tires
were manufactured. So if you purchase new tires that were
manufactured exactly two years ago they will be covered for
a total of six years (four years from the date of purchase) as
long as you have your receipt. If you lose your receipt, your
tires' warranty coverage will end five years from the week the
tire was produced (resulting in the tire manufacturer's
warranty coverage ending only three years from the date of
purchase in this example).
If you tires don’t have any of the above date code
formats, then you should not consider them road worthy.
Be Safe, Jim Wellemeyer
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Bikes on the Bricks
The City of Augusta held their 2nd annual Brick Street
Festival June 19th and 20th. A bike show, Bikes on the Bricks, is
held on Saturday afternoon. Back about the 1st of May, Ed Blocker
called me and said he was looking for volunteers to help with the
bike show. I told Ed I would be able to help, but I didn’t have much
experience with putting on a bike show. I had help organize one, a
Sunflower Chapter show a few years ago. Ed said that was great, as
that was one more than he had in his resume.
We were able to come up with a few more volunteers, Bill
Page, Bob Troxel, Keith Harris and Charles Malcom. After a few
meetings we had come up with plan to get the show put on and
judged. The show was open to Modern and Vintage classes and
divided into American, European, and Asian manufacture in each
class. Judging was very basic and non-technical, and there was a
People’s Choice vote.
The day of the show came and the cool wet weather of May
had turned to sunny and in the upper 90’s. It was a hot afternoon,
but still we had over 40 bikes register and there was another 40 that
were on display but not registered for judging. The Sunflower
Chapter had a nice showing of bikes. The afternoon passed quickly
and it was time for judging. All of the judges were a little concerned
about the scoring, as we were all pretty much first timers in the
judging profession.
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Jeff, Kelly, and Ellen trying to stay cool in the shade.
When all the scores were added up and the People’s
Choice ballots tabulated we had our winners. I was impressed
with the results, because two of the People’s Choice winners were
also picked by the Judges for awards. Ed had arranged for the
awards and they were very cool, in fact we had a couple of people
said they had not planned to enter the show until they saw the
trophies. Everyone was happy with their awards and no judges
were injured or threatened. Thanks to all the volunteers who
helped make the show a success and thanks to Ed Blocker who
chaired the event.
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Bikes on the Bricks

Bill Page posing with his 100 year old Harley

Ed Blocker presenting the awards
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The Sunflower Chapter Presents
it’s 25th Annual Flint Hills Ride
Saturday September 12th
Riding From Wamego KS, 9 AM
Accommodations at the Wamego Inn and Suites
(888) 978-1944
Sunflower AMCA rate $69.95 Reserve by
August 12th
Banquet Sat nite, please RSVP
Jim Wellemeyer jwellemeyer@cox.net
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The Entertainment
This saga by the Old Sage is reprinted
with the kind permission of the Antique
Motorcycle Club of America. We thank
them for allowing us to reprint these
stories, because many of our Chapter
members have never had a chance to
read these entertaining articles

Bill Gordon Photo

Bud Cox is an Honorary Member of the
AMCA, and he penned the “Old Sage”
articles for more than thirteen years,
with the first episode appearing in the
1994 Winter issue of the AMCA magazine. This “Old Sage” episode originally appeared in the 1999 Fall issue of
“The Antique Motorcycle”

This event took place in Wichita, Kansas in May of 1981.
The scene was the crowded banquet room of the Diamond Inn
Motel. The first National meet sponsored by the Sunflower
Chapter of the AMCA was winding down and everyone was
enjoying a fine meal and lots of fellowship. As the chapter
president, I was scheduled to make the announcements, recognize
the national officers and directors present and make the usual
presentations. As I began to speak, I was interrupted by a voice
coming from the far end of the room, it was Otis Spiker with his
hands cupped out from his ears. Otis was a man who grew up with
Henderson Motorcycles, and was working at the Henderson factory
when it closed. He was well versed in all motorcycles and
especially Hendersons. He even formed his own club, naming it
the “Henderson Restoral Society.”
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The Entertainment
Wanting to be a gracious host, I invited Otis to move up
closer if he couldn’t hear. He did. He really came closer. As a
matter of fact, he came clear to the front and wrested the
microphone from my hand and started talking. Otis started a
rapid fire delivery of old jokes and gags and soon had the
audience spellbound with his endless line of chatter. He told
about the Farmer, the Farmers Daughter and Wife and then about
a dozen Traveling Salesmen tales, put in a little song about Mert
and Gert, and did a bit of “Soft Shoe Shuffle”, all the time using a
stub cigar as a prop in various ways.
By this time our orderly meeting had blown apart, and the
room was filled with everyone telling jokes and tales and trying to
top the performance that Otis had given. I finally was able to
restore some semblance of order to the room and continue on with
the meeting. This was done by formally introducing Otis to the
crowd as our “surprise guest speaker, and entertainer” and giving
him a seat at the head table. Needless to say, I never again asked
anyone to “move closer,” if they could not hear what was said.
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Breakfast in Potwin
The small town of Potwin is about 30 minutes northeast of
Wichita. The 2nd Sunday of the month the town hosts a biker
breakfast. The Sunflower Chapter had this on the schedule since
April, but the 2nd Sunday of every month was a rain out until July.
About ten members showed up at the departure point on a warm
morning, with the outlook for a hot July day. The short ride to
Potwin passed by fields of “corn as high as an elephants eye,”
thanks to all the rain and cool weather.
In Potwin the streets were full of bikes and people. The
small community must have a Sunday population 100 times the
normal weekday. We got the bikes parked and almost
immediately the crowd started checking out the antique iron. Jeff
Roth’s 1929 Henderson with sidecar and Bill Page’s 1916 Harley
gathered the most attention. Bill has been shaking down the bike
for a few weeks now. He is working on getting the bike
configured for next years Cannon Ball Run.
Those who were hungry made their way down to the park
where pancakes, sausage and eggs were served up for $5. The
sausage was very good and you had a choice of blueberry or
regular pancakes.
After breakfast I walked over to Kelly Modlin’s bar and
found his most recent acquisition parked by the front door. The
1932 BMW R2 was another crowd magnet. The morning was
nearly gone when we decided to leave for a short ride, we headed
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towards Augusta. The bowling alley was the destination but as we
passed Bill Page’s house, Bill pulled in. The old Harley had lost a
couple of engine mount bolts and the engine was jumping around
in the frame like it was ready to take off on its own. This “shake
down” ride resulted in finding something that would get improved.
By the time we got to the Holiday Bowl, it was after noon.
No reason to pass up a cool stop with good food. Austin Ottaway
served up a good lunch and we soaked up the cool air. At that
point we decided to find the shortest way home in the July heat.

Hungry Sunflower members lined up for breakfast
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Breakfast in Potwin
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Kelly’s 1932 R2 BMW

Bill, Kelly & Ellen, and Neil Havran
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MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED
For my 1948 Chief project. Front brake lever and cable, speedometer and cable, instrument panel, muffler, headlight ring and 6
volt lamp, luggage rack, saddlebags. Any spare Chief parts you
want to get rid of.
Jim Wellemeyer 316-461-1778

******************************
WANTED
Single point circuit breaker for panhead, 59-61 speedo, 2 piece
handle bars with internal
throttle and spark,linkert m74b manifold,carb and air cleaner
Call Kelly Wardell (316) 747-3244.

******************************
Note, if you don’t receive regular email announcements, we don’t have your current
email address. To update send it to
jwellemeyer@cox.net.
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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COMMERCIAL ADS
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SUNFLOWER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 29th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant,
4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
August 26th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
September 12th ~ Sunflower Chapter 25th Annual Flint Hills Ride.
Wamego KS. See ad on page 16.
September 30th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears
Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
October 28th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM). (Election of Board of Directors.)
November 25th ~ Sunflower Chapter monthly meeting at Spears Restaurant, 4323 West Maple (6:30 PM)
December 4th ~ Christmas Party @ Candle Club, Friday Dec 4, 6 pm.
No December monthly meeting.
January 1st ~ New Years Day Finning Party.

Sunflower Website ~ www.sunfloweramca.org
The Sunflower Chapter Newsletter will be published in February,
May, August, and November. The deadline date for each issue will
be the last day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please send articles, tips, humor, event dates, notices, personal ads,
etc. to the editor as early as possible. Material submitted after the
deadline will be published if page space is available.
26

AMCA 2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NATIONAL ROAD RUNS
June 14-17

Yankee Chapter, Keene, NH

August 27-29

Badger Heritage Chapter, Wisconsin

Sept 7-10

Black Hills Chapter, Sturgis, SD

Sept 21-23

Yerba Buena Chapter, Yosemite, CA

NATIONAL MEETS
Feb 27-28
Mar 6-7
Apr 24-25
May 8-10
May 15-17
June 12-13
June 12-14
June 19-20
July 17-19
July 31-Aug 1
Oct 2-3

Omaha Chapter
Sunshine Chapter
Perkioman Chapter
European Chapter
Southern National
Rhinebeck National
Viking Chapter
Fort Sutter Chapter
Wauseon Meet
Yankee Chapter
Chesapeake Chapter
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Fremont, NE
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Oley, PA
Raalte, Netherlands
Denton, NC
Rhinebeck, NY
St. Paul, MN
Dixon, CA
Wauseon, OH
Hebron, CT
Jefferson, PA

